“Refugee in America” / “Saying Yes” Thinking Critically Answer Key
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A Literary Focus

Possible responses: A refugee is a

person who takes refuge in another

country. Typically refugees flee

oppression. Information in the Build

Background indicates that the writer

has not experienced freedom and liberty

in America.
B Read and Discuss

Possible response: Not everyone has

always been free. Experiencing a lack

of freedom makes one value freedom

even more.
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A Read and Discuss

Possible response: People want to

categorize her. They offer her labels

that do not adequately describe her.

B Literary Focus

Possible responses: The speaker conveys

the idea that a person’s identity is

made up of every aspect of his or her

heritage.
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3. Possible response: The theme

of the first poem is that freedom

and liberty bring joy to those who

possess them. The theme of the

second poem is that people cannot

be defined by only one part of

their heritage

Possible Responses:

4. He is suggesting that he is treated

like a refugee in the United States

even though he was born here.

5. The dialogue shows how some

people try to compartmentalize

others by their looks and heritage.

It also shows the types of questions

that Chang and others

endure.

6. This confusion can apply to anyone

who has ancestors from more

than one area.

7. The words “freedom” and “liberty”

are powerful symbols in the first

poem. They make the speaker so

happy that he or she almost cries.

In the second poem, the word

“yes” acts as a symbol of assertion.

8. Both poems express the theme

that Americans experience the

American dream differently and

unequally.

9. The phrase “There are words like”

is repeated in the first poem to

emphasize the importance of

what the words stand for. The repetition

of “yes” in the second poem

emphasizes that people should

not be defined by only one aspect

of their heritage.
