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Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: Beowulf—First Reading:

Which giants did he drive into chains? What is

a broad linden shield? Second Reading: He

wished to fight some kind of monster. I

learned a broad linden shield is a large

wooden shield. Third Reading: He’s willing to

lose his life while fighting these enemies. He

won’t even use his weapons in order to show

his strength. Casey at the Bat—First

Reading: Everyone hopes that Casey gets up

to bat to save the game. What is haughty

grandeur? The ending was a surprise. Second

Reading: The poet describes all the other

players as weaker than Casey. Casey had a

real ease behind the bat, as if he knew he

would hit the ball. Third Reading: The fans

loved Casey, watching his every move.

Haughty grandeur means he had an air of

superiority. After You Read: Final

comments: I like the courage and bravery of

Beowulf. “Casey at the Bat” is comical but

tragic. I feel disappointed, too, at the end.
