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Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: What the Text Says: Miep

comforts Mr. Frank; “Her attitude toward Mr.

Frank is protective, compassionate.” My

Connections: Friends often comfort each other

during hard times. My Inferences: Miep must

have been a good friend to Mr. Frank during

the war. What the Text Says: During Anne’s

nightmare, Mr. Dussel says “For God’s sake!

Quiet! Quiet! You want someone to hear?” My

Connections: A screaming person can

definitely wake sleeping people, but he seems

to be scared about people outside hearing her

screams. My Inferences: Mr. Dussel is very

scared of being found hiding in the attic.

What the Text Says: Anne sniffs Miep’s coat

and says, “I can smell the wind and the cold

on your clothes.” My Connections: Sometimes

I can imagine the smell of something just by

thinking about it, and sometimes the smell of

something reminds me of a place or situation.

My Inferences: Anne really misses being

outside and enjoying the weather. What the

Text Says: When Margot overhears Mr.

Kraler talking with her father she says,

“What’s happened? Something’s happened!

Hasn’t it, Mr. Kraler?” My Connections:

People can sometimes sense when something

is wrong, even if nothing has been said. My

Inferences: Margot is nervous about their

situation getting worse. What the Text Says:

Anne says, “If we begin thinking of all the

horror in the world, we’re lost! We’re trying to

hold on to some kind of ideals…when

everything…ideals, hopes…everything is

being destroyed!” My Connections: People can

get easily frustrated, and give up all hope,

when things just seem to get worse and worse.

My Inferences: Anne does not want the adults

to make her even more miserable. She is

trying to remain positive in a terrible situation.

After You Read: Revised inferences: Miep

was a good friend to Mr. Frank all during the

war and afterward; Mr. Dussel remained

frightened of being discovered, which in fact,

they eventually were; Anne missed being

outdoors so much that she took some pleasure

in the sunshine while in a concentration camp

in Holland; Margot was sensitive to signals

she got from people and wanted to be told the

truth; Anne remained positive and hopeful

throughout her life and found courage even at

the end of her life, which inspires people

today.
