“The New Colossus” / “The First Americans” Thinking Critically Assignment Answer Key

Page 769:

A Read and Discuss

Possible response: The speaker is

talking about the Statue of Liberty. The

speaker is saying that the Statue of

Liberty is welcoming, while the Greek

statue was meant to impress.
Page 770:

A Read and Discuss

Possible response: At Ellis Island,

immigrants were given medical examinations

and were officially permitted

to enter the United States.

Page 771:

B Literary Focus

Possible response: Some symbols are

so powerful that people actually take

them literally. Symbols can represent

an overly positive view of the reality

that they symbolize

C Read and Discuss

Possible response: Their journeys

were difficult and emotional.

D Literary Focus

Possible responses: It conveys the

idea that most Americans can trace

their heritage back to immigrants.

Page 772:

3. She wants to point out that the

United States is a welcoming

country.

4. The experience was both emotionally

and physically difficult.

5. Both themes are about immigrants

and America. The poem

expresses the idea that America

is a haven or refuge. The essay

describes the difficulties of the

journey and arrival.

7. Those countries are more concerned

with their images than

with taking care of their citizens.

8. It is as if the statue speaks for the

country.

9. courage; determination; hope
