Unit 13 Lesson 4

Questions 1-10 page 885

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. It is a small town, everybody

knows everyone else’s affairs, and

people are judgmental.

2. She is aware of the gossip and

feels Emily should be chaperoned.

3. She becomes a recluse in the last

decades of her life.

4. None of the townspeople were

welcomed into Miss Emily’s house,

so they don’t know of her actions.

5. Students should use their chart

to make inferences about Miss

Emily’s character.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6. Judge Stevens has lime strewn

around her house at night to

avoid embarrassing her. The shifting

attitudes reflect the rise of the

middle class and the fall of the

privileged aristocracy.

7. The hair shows that Emily lay

beside Barron’s corpse for years.

Miss Emily probably refused to

admit that he was dead and that

they were not married.

8. The narrator’s views about Emily’s

family are most evident in the

paragraph that mentions old lady

Wyatt, one of the Griersons who

“held themselves a little too high

for what they really were.” The

town seems to value conformity

to society and regards people

who do not fit in with suspicion.

Yes, their judgments were fair;

no, Emily was a victim of

circumstances.

9. White people of Jefferson accept

racism as a given. Today, overt

racism is illegal and not widely

accepted throughout the United

States, but covert racism persists.

10. Roses symbolize love and honor

but are also used in funerals.

Students may say that the title

aptly conveys the combined focus

on love and morbid tragedy or

that the rose is Faulkner’s tribute

to Miss Emily.
