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Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. He has no goals or aspirations—

he does not do anything constructive

and wastes his time.

2. His parents still treat him like a

child and do not understand the

experiences he has gone through

in the war.

3. He decides to leave after the painful

talk with his mother in which

he tells her that he does not love

her and that he cannot pray. He

does not want to live with his parents

and bring them grief.

4. Krebs’s internal challenges are

more difficult because he is always

at war with himself mentally

and emotionally. He is unable to

escape his internal conflicts in the

same way he escapes his external

ones.

5. Students should use their graphic

organizer to write a paragraph

that explains why Krebs is an antihero.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6. Krebs’s strategy of adapting to

hardships by not thinking about

them (learned during the war)

now isolates him from his family.

7. What really happens to Krebs during

the war is the hidden part of

the story. We might understand

Krebs more if we learn what he

went through in more detail, but

Hemingway chooses to leave that

part to our imagination.

8. Krebs’s attitude and actions are

partly valid; although he is right

in feeling alienated and alone, he

makes no effort to change that.

9. Krebs gives up instead of facing

his problems head-on, which is

typical of the antihero archetype.

10. War disillusions young people,

alienating them from the very values

they fought to protect.
