Unit 17 Lesson 2
“The Outcasts of Poker Flat” Assignment: Questions 1-17 page 633

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  The town wanted to remove undesirable people, especially those suspected of cheating or theft.

2.  Simson was grateful that Oakhurst returned his betting losses.

3.  All of them died in the storm, except possibly Simson and Uncle Billy.

4.  Each character accepts his or her fate differently.  Those facing death all act nobly, caring for each other.

5.  Students should use their graphic organizer to indicate whether their predictions came true.  Readers might be surprised by the generosity of Mother Shipton, Oakhurst’s suicide, and Piney and the Duchess’s love for each other.

Vocabulary Check
6.  g

7.  b

8.  d

9.  e

10.  a

11.  f

12.  c

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

13.  Oakhurst knows that “The Innocent” Tom Simson is naïve and no match for the scoundrels ostracized from Poker Flat: the Duchess, Uncle Billy, and Mother Shipton.

14.  Each becomes more accepting of others.  The changes are caused by their acceptance of death.

15.  He is the strongest because he is helpful, even in the face of death.  He is also the weakest because he commits suicide.

16.  Harte brings the character of Simson to life through details such as his nickname, “The Innocent,” by descriptions of his actions such as “a kiss, so honest and sincere,” and by other characters’ concern for him, such as Oakhurst’s refund of his lost money.

17.  Legend is often more interesting, dramatic and action-packed than reality.
