Independent Reading Focus
Collection 1:

“Native American Myths” – “The Sky Tree,” “The Earth Only,” “Coyote Finishes His Work,” “The Blackfeet Genesis” Assignment: Questions 1-14 page 27

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  Her sick husband asks her to cut down the tree so he can get to the healing fruit at the top.

2.  It promises that the spirits of the dead will return to earth.

3.  They value animals and the earth and believe that nature provides for our needs.

4.  The creator is like God in the movie Bruce Almighty.  The trickster is like Bugs Bunny.

Vocabulary Check
5.  d

6.  c

7.  a

8.  b

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9.  Everything living comes to an end; only the earth lasts forever.  People do not endure.

10.  The earth will need his guidance.

11.  In “The Sky Tree,” the tree represents the source of life.  It comes from heaven to earth, and with it came the first people.  Aataentsic represents all of humanity.

12.  In “Coyote Finishes His Work,” Old Man makes Coyote and Coyote makes people.  But in “The Blackfeet Genesis,” Old Man makes both the animals and people.

13.  Students should give valid reasons to support their response.

14.  In “The Sky Tree,” the water animals work toward a common goal.  This represents the harmony between humanity and nature.  Personifying animals helps us develop a greater respect for them.  Storytellers might use objects instead of human characters to help us see ourselves from a different perspective.  Sometimes it is easier to spot flaws in others than in ourselves.


”from The Way to Rainy Mountain” Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 39

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  The Crows taught the Kiowas how to live on the plains and gave them horses, which helped them get around.

2.  A bear made these marks with its claws as it tried to get to the seven sisters on top of the tower.

3.  The narrator associates love and respect with the memory of his grandmother.

4.  Momaday uses setting to establish the tone and mood of the piece.  For example, when he describes images of the “dark mist” and the “dark timber,” he creates a mood of loneliness and isolation.

5.  The main idea is that life is cyclical – life ends and begins again.  Details will vary.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6.  Students should give valid reasons to support their response.

7.  He wanted to pay his respects and see her final resting place.

8.  Students might feel that the selection has no cohesive plot; it is just the narrator’s memories of his culture and grandmother.  Students’ opinions about the necessity of plot in literature will vary.

9.  The Kiowas would never have left their land; the narrator might not have felt such a sense of loss.

10.  Rainy Mountain is described as an old Kiowa landmark.  It is appropriate that the dead Kiowas are returned to the place where they began.
11.  The frame story is the story of the narrator returning to Rainy Mountain.  The interior story is the narrator’s re-creation of the Kiowas’ journey from the North to Oklahoma.

Collection 2:

“from of Plymouth Plantation” Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 60

Reading Focus
Possible responses:

1.  The ship encountered dangerous waters with shoals and breakers.

2.  Half the settlers survived.

3.  Some Thanksgiving foods were cod, wild turkey, and Indian corn.

4.  The Puritans were pious and practical.  These characteristics helped them fend for themselves and make important alliances.

5.  Students should state the main idea of each challenging passage.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6.  The sailor taunts the Pilgrims with the notion that they will not survive; Samoset and Squanto teach them to survive.

7.  The Pilgrims were enduring entirely new struggles that they can relate only to Biblical stories.  For example, they travel to a land where they hope to worship freely, just as the Israelites traveled to the Promised Land.

8.  The Puritans were stoic, selfless, practical, and uncomplaining.

9.  The Puritans went to a new land in search of an ideal.  They were challenged with starting from next to nothing, acquiring new skills, and adjusting to an unfamiliar setting.  Today’s refugees and pioneers also go to new places in search of freedom or new experiences and face the challenges of educating themselves and adapting to new surroundings.

10.  All three sentence should be in plain style, written using simple words, literal language, and objective descriptions.

11.  Bradford frequently alludes to the Bible.  He does so because he is a pious person, believes that God has a hand in all things, and probably knows of no other stories that are comparable to the experiences he recounts.

“from A Narrative of the Captivity” Assignment: Questions 1-17 page 70
Reading Focus

Possible responses:
1.  Sarah dies; Rowlandson cannot see Mary; her son is held in the wilderness, but she does see him.

2.  boiling the horse’s leg; rationing meat

3.  Rowlandson’s experience increases her faith in God and changes her perspective about American Indians.  She discovers they are similar in many ways and not as savage as she once thought.

4.  A successful time line includes times and events in chronological order and explains the function of some e vents in the narrative.

Vocabulary Check

5.  e

6.  f

7.  a

8.  g

9.  c

10.  d

11.  b

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

12.  The narrator’s faith helps her go on when others might quit.

13.  Her attempt to appease her master with a meal had failed, and she wants to please him.

14.  At first, Rowlandson dislikes her captors for not being troubled by her daughter’s death.  However, she eventually sees them as being capable of kindness.

15.  Her captors were cruel because they did not sympathize with the death of her daughter.

16.  Like Job, she endures hardships; she compares herself to Jacob, who laments for his children.

17.  The account does not relate the colonists; mistreatment of the Native Americans, and it makes her captors appear overly cruel.

Collection 3:

“from The Crisis, No. 1” Assignment: Questions 1-16 page 136

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  The freedom that they earned and the joy of victory would compensate for the difficulties of war.

2.  Paine believes that God would not support the rule of a king as corrupt as King George.

3.  Paine blames Howe for starting a war in the country.

4.  “He whose heart is firm, and whose conscience approves his conduct, will pursue his principles unto death.”  This statement is broad and universal, as people still have principles about which they are passionate.

5.  Student responses should address the effectiveness of each appeal.  The response should also include how the appeals work together.

Vocabulary Check

6.  f

7.  c

8.  d

9.  e

10.  b

11.  g

12.  a

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

13.  Students should mention both appeals to reason and emotion in their responses.

14.  Students should provide valid support for their responses.

15.  Images of summer and sunshine conflict with images of war, emphasizing the grave aspects of war.

16.  Students should connect the qualities of the flame and coal to abstract concepts of liberty and hope and should give valid reasons for their responses.

“from The Autobiography” / “from Poor Richard’s Almanac” Assignment: Questions 1-12 page 173

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  He is tired and dirty, friendless, and low on funds.

2.  Franklin decides to live morally by mastering one virtue a week.

3.  He made good-natured fun of himself and of the weaknesses of human nature.  He believed that people should work hard, learn as much as possible, and be kind to others.

4.  Students will add virtues from Franklin’s list to the aphorisms and inferences they charted.  Then students should summarize Franklin’s view of human nature.  Possible response: Franklin believes that reason and good habits can overcome the natural human inclination toward committing faults.
Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  He believes he can succeed.

6.  Franklin likes to set large ambitious goals for himself, but he needs to establish concrete steps and smaller goals for himself to attain his larger goal.

7.  through the use of symbols and metaphors

8.  The fictional narrator can be a humorous figure.  It allows Franklin to write in a voice other than his own.

9.  Aphorisms are helpful because they provide moral guidance through a short, pithy saying.

10.  Franklin may seem too proud of his own accomplishments.

11.  The tenth aphorism could be reworded as “Take care of small problems before they become big problems.”

12.  Jonathan Edwards wanted people to live virtuously to please God; Franklin promoted living virtuously as a way to achieve personal success.
