Unit 4 Lesson 3
“The Fall of the House of Usher” Assignment: Questions 1-10 page 334
Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  The narrator is afraid, because the house is gloomy and decaying.

2.  She is Roderick’s twin sister.  It explains how similar they were and that they were both ill.

3.  to show him the storm and ghostly mist.

4.  The actual house crumbles into the tarn; the Usher family dies out.

5.  Have students complete the graphic organizer and discuss how Poe’s word choices contribute to the atmosphere and to the writer’s purpose.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6.  He is mentally ill; he sees himself as the king of his home.

7.  The narrator and Usher sit and read through the storm, trying to ignore that something strange is happening in the house.

8.  Poe’s description is very convincing and cites Usher’s wild paintings, strange music, and sometimes manic behavior.

9.  The storm in the final scenes intensifies the atmosphere.  Descriptions of the decay and crack in the house strengthen the story.

10.  The story is an allegory for the journey into the mind.  The final fall of the house could represent a person’s final fall into insanity.
