Collection 6:
“from Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass” Assignment: Questions 1-8 page 421
Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  He rejects it, saying Douglass deserved what he got and had to go back to Covey.

2.  Sandy Jenkins gave Douglass shelter and a root to protect Douglass from harm.

3.  He goes from being willing to be beaten to death rather than live as a slave to choosing to die fighting rather than live as slave.

4.  Students should add a third column to their charts in which they explain how Douglass’s diction adds power to each passage.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  Douglas thought the root might have protected him when he returned to Covey’s and Covey spoke kindly to him.  Douglass discovered that his inner strength was more powerful than the root.

6.  Empathy has value, but experiencing something firsthand is powerful and unforgettable.

7.  Douglass describes events in a sober, restrained manner.  This style convinces Douglass’s audience that he is reliable and intelligent.

8.  The metaphor compares the battle to a fire that reignited Douglass’s desire to seek freedom.  This metaphor is related to rebirth because, like reignited embers, Douglass’s spirit was born anew.

“from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl” Assignment: Questions 1-15 page 431

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  He plans to get power over them in order to control her.

2.  He writes that coming to the jail would make things worse.

3.  They value human dignity.  If she escapes, she provides hope.

4.  She uses words of deep emotion, like suffer and grief when discussing her loved ones.  This shows that she felt being a slave strained family ties.

Vocabulary Check

5.  c

6.  e

7.  d

8.  b

9.  a

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

10.  Upon hearing that her children were in jail, Jacobs longed to go to them but did not.  This shows that she was deeply compassionate but earnest and determined.  She would let nothing stand in the way of her freedom.

11.  She prays for her babies.  This shows that despite her humiliations, she retains religious faith.

12.  She felt the world needed to see the slaves’ humanity.  She was successful in achieving her purpose.  Her ability to record vividly the slaves’ daily lives allows the reader an authentic view.

13.  She felt wholly responsible for her children.  A male slave might have had fewer family bonds because slave owners split up families.

14.  the tension in the house the night she escapes; the darkness that night; the advertisement posted for her return; the hideout; the arrest of her family

15.  She resolves her internal conflict by staying away from her children but getting news of them.  She resolves her external conflict by continuing to run.

Spirituals – “Go Down Moses,” “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” “Follow the Drinking Gourd” Assignment: Questions 1-10 page 439

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  The Lord sends Pharaoh a message because only God has more power than Pharaoh.  Moses relays the message.

2.  The speaker wants to live in freedom, whether in heaven or in the North.

3.  Directions are given for landmarks that lead the way north.

4.  They use Biblical images of God freeing slaves or images of the route north.

5.  Students should add a third column to their charts that explains the overall purpose of each song.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6.  All the people working knew what the words really meant, while slave owners did not.

7.  Yes, it reveals the spirit of the people and their desire for escape.

8.  Students may say that “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” evoked the strongest emotion in them because it implied that death was better than being a slave.

9.  The refrains convey hope because they suggest that God will deliver the people.  They convey struggling because no one on earth will help the people.

10.  They symbolize God’s deliverance and heaven.  Examining the religious meaning shows the important role faith played.

“Ain’t I a Woman” Assignment: Questions 1-10 page 443
Reading  Focus

Possible responses:

1.  She believes that the lack of rights for African Americans and women is “out of kilter.”

2.  She’s a woman and hasn’t been given any special place.

3.  She suggests that if the first woman God ever created [Eve] turned the world upside down, then these women [fighting for women’s rights] certainly can turn it right side up.

4.  Students should add a column to their charts that explains how each rhetorical device helps Truth achieve her purpose.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  “Ain’t I a woman?” is repeated as a rhetorical question to prove her point that women can be just as tough and strong as men.

6.  These words make the audience feel as if she’s their friend or mother.

7.  She makes fun of herself by saying nobody ever helped her into carriages or over mud puddles, but she uses this to make the point that she is not weak.

8.  I like Truth’s speech.  I think her speech was well received by her audience.  She is someone I would have liked to have known because she sounds like she had character.

9.  She repeats “Ain’t I a woman?” throughout her speech as a refrain to emphasize her point.

10.  She uses the metaphor of intellect being a cup, saying that if men have the larger cup (more intellect) they shouldn’t begrudge women have a full “smaller” cup.  The cleverness of her metaphor helps refute the argument.

Collection 7:

“Mystery of Heroism” and “War is Kind” Assignment: Questions 1-10 page 480
Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  Crane opposes war.  He views it as violent and cruel.

2.  It was surprising that Collins lived and that the water was spilled.

3.  “War is kind,” “virtue of slaughter,” and “bright, splendid shroud”

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

4.  Collins’s thirst, pride, and fear motivate him.  The mystery is whether his action is heroic.

5.  From what I have read, I think Crane’s view of war is mostly ac curate, though war also seems to bring out the best human emotions, such as courage and loyalty.

6.  The images in the second and fourth stanzas make war seem holy and glorious; they are more ironic than the other images.

7.  The “unexplained glory” is the “Battle-God.”  It is unexplained because the speaker doesn’t believe there is a valid explanation as to why the men have to die in battle.

8.  The lieutenants spill the water Collins risked his life to obtain.  Crane may be showing the futility of humans to control events.

9.  Crane means the opposite of his words: Weep, because war is cruel.

10.  Collins is a hero because in crossing the battlefield to get the water, he accomplishes something the other men are not willing to do.  Collins runs a risk for something as small as water to show the other men that he is brave.  His words to the colonel thanking him for permission to cross the battlefield for the water display his determination.

“Healing Wars Wounds” Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 487

Informational Text Focus
Possible responses:

1.  The military treats both mental and physical health.

2.  Schultz realized that being paralyzed did not prevent him from participating in activities he enjoyed.

3.  Soldiers gain confidence from participating in sports.  Treating the psychological wounds of war is important because it helps veterans have better lives.

4.  Ask students to summarize the author’s purpose in the use of language to describe the soldier.

5.  c

6.  e

7.  d

8.  a

9.  b

10.  The author wanted to show how much Smith had recovered since he had been injured.

11.  Smith was listed as “killed in action” and placed in a body bag.

12.  Soule learned that he could survive a terrible injury and still live an enjoyable life.  The author wants us to realize we can overcome great odds if we keep trying.

13.  Have students explain to their group which traits are the most admirable and why.
Collection 8:

“from Specimen Days” Assignment: Questions 1-14 page 536

Informational Text Focus

Possible responses:

1.  They were left for people to bury them.  This detail shows the loss of human compassion during war.

2.  in the war’s participants

3.  War is cruel and dehumanizing; it should be avoided at all costs.

4.  Students will note how the devices contribute to the entire selection.

Vocabulary Check

5.  d

6.  a

7.  b

8.  e

9.  c

Text Analysis

Possible responses:

10.  Whiteman means that the war cannot be accurately recorded.  The real war is in the hearts and minds of those who experienced it.

11.  Firsthand accounts are more moving than secondhand accounts.

12.  Whitman says that the true story will never be told.  He is right, as secondhand accounts don’t tell us about the personal cost of war.

13.  More than a million soldiers died.  The dead bodies were not always treated respectfully.

14.  It makes the reader pause to consider people’s lack of knowledge about the war.

“I Sing Because I am Afraid” Assignment: Questions 1-12 page 575

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1.  It makes her write poetry.

2.  She feels close to her dog.

3.  She describes herself using a series of similes.

4.  Her letters reveal details about her family.  The letters also reveal details about her appearance, her limited knowledge of Whiteman’s work, and education.

5.  Answers should vary according to students’ charts.

Text Analysis

Possible responses:

6.  She does so because having her writing criticized is as painful to her as having her body cut open.

7.  The reader can infer that she loves her family but casts an objective eye on their weaknesses.  Her parents disappoint her, but she forgives them.

8.  She might be unhappy with her appearance and afraid of what others might think of her if they see her in the flesh.  She is a poet by nature and probably feels most comfortable describing herself in poetic form.

9.  She evades his questions by giving fanciful answers.  She does this because she wants to keep her personal life private from someone who is a stranger to her.

10.  Although she may not really believe in religion, she would have been exposed to much Bible reading.  The symbolic, figurative, outrageous language and images of the book of Revelation would have appealed to her poetic sense.

11.  The letters talk about death and nature, constant themes in her poetry.

12.  Students’ responses about how the letters change their perceptions of Dickinson will vary.  The letters provide the reader with background about her.
