Language Arts 3
Unit 8: Lesson 1
Worksheet
Your Turn 3

Stated and Implied Main Ideas

Responses will vary but should reflect the text.

Sample responses follow.

Main Idea of Section 1: (paragraphs 1–3) Biologist Marcos Da Ré leads a team of observers in search of the lone wild Spix’s macaw.

Main Idea of Section 2: (paragraphs 4–7) The Brazilian Spix’s macaw has always been rare, but the wild-animal trade and habitat destruction have reduced the wild population to a single bird.

Main Idea of Section 3: (paragraphs 8–12) A group of scientists and conservationists, in cooperation with the Brazilian government, began working with private breeders to increase the population of captive Spix’s macaws in hopes that the birds could someday be released.

Main Idea of Section 4: (paragraphs 13–17) Acaptive female Spix’s was put through a “prep course” before being released into the wild, where she temporarily joined the wild male before disappearing.

Main Idea of Section 5: (paragraphs 18–22) The people of Curaçá have become involved in protecting the endangered Spix’s macaw and its habitat.

Main Idea of Passage: Scientists, conservationists, government officials, private breeders, and local community members have been working together to help the endangered Spix’s macaw survive in the wild.

Is the main idea stated or implied? Why might the writer have chosen to present the main idea of the article in this way? The writer directly states the main idea in paragraph 4: ”Da Ré is a field biologist who has joined a scientific effort to save the Spix’s from extinction, in part by locating a captive female as a potential mate for the lone wild male. If successful, the project will offer inspiration for similar projects around the globe.” The writer may have chosen to state the main idea this way because his purpose is to communicate clearly both the problem and potential solutions.
Your Turn 3: Additional Practice

Stated and Implied Main Ideas

Responses will vary but should reflect the text.

Sample responses follow.

Main Idea of Paragraph 1: Unless steps are taken to protect the Dulles Bay Lighthouse,

it may soon tumble into the sea.

Main Idea of Paragraph 2: One solution to this problem is sand replenishment.

Main Idea of Paragraph 3: The more ambitious and expensive solution would be to move the lighthouse from its present location.

Main Idea of Passage: The best way to prevent the Dulles Bay Lighthouse from falling prey to the sea is to use sand replenishment as a temporary measure until plans for moving the lighthouse can be completed.

Is the main idea stated or implied? Why might the writer have chosen to present the main idea of the passage in this way? The main idea is stated. The stated main idea presents a combination of the two solutions offered in the body of the passage. Therefore, it makes sense for the writer to state the main idea at the end of the passage, after the two solutions have been described.
