Unit 9 Lesson 4

Questions 1-12 page 565

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. Death is driving, and Immortality

is riding with the speaker.

2. Literally, the speaker is feeling a

chill because the sun is setting and

it is a cool evening.

3. People who are “mad” conform to

society’s rules. Sensible people are

those who defy the majority.

4. She is headed to her grave. Yes, I

was surprised to learn the destination

because I thought the speaker

was on an actual carriage ride; no,

I was not surprised because the

clues in the poem helped me realize

what was happening.

5. It forces us to reconsider the basis

on which we accept or reject

people.

6. Answers should vary according to

students’ charts.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

7. The sun’s passing brings nightfall.

It becomes cold, suggesting the

body’s temperature after death.

8. They suggest that the speaker is

spontaneous, “mad,” and proud

of it.

9. She seems to believe that death

is not a triumphant ascent to

heaven nor a tragic fall to hell, but

simply a removal from the everyday

world. As she lived, so she will

die—quietly and alone.

10. Humans tend to be fearful of

death. That both death and the

dead speaker are civil is an extension

of the irony of the first stanza.

11. Dickinson reveals that people

who are “mad” blindly follow

the majority without thinking.

Instead, Dickinson believes that

people should follow their own

convictions. Majority opinion

should be questioned.

12. Death is characterized as a kind,

polite, and unhurried man who

drives a carriage.
Questions 1-13 page 571

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. People have gathered at her bedside,

and she has signed her will.

2. between the light in the room and

the speaker

3. heaven and hell

4. Both speakers view their own

deaths with calm remoteness.

They are different in that “My

Life” does express grief, but for the

deaths of others.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5. The speaker’s material things are

assignable. Her spirit is not.

6. The “windows” are her own eyes—

the eyes of the soul—used literally

to mean she has died, and figuratively

to mean that she no longer

has a window to the living world.

7. Immortality means “unending

existence.” Because it is portrayed

as “unveiling” the future, it

could refer to God or something

abstract, such as destiny.

8. The words closed and parting

suggest it is death, because closing

means a “final end,” and parting

is a separation.

9. They might address her private

fear of becoming truly alone in the

world. Many people fear death,

especially the death of loved ones.

10. In “I heard a Fly,” the speaker says

she will see God when she dies. In

“My life,” she rejects Christianity.

11. “I heard a Fly” is eerily calm and

banal, and the mood is created by

mention of everyday things. “My

life” is grieving and bitter, and this

mood comes from the words she

uses to describe her feelings.

12. They are expecting to see God,

but a fly appears. This is ironic

because God is awesome, while a

fly is annoying.

13. The opposites of heaven and hell

are both described by the act of

parting.
