Unit 9 Lesson 5

Questions 1-18 page 723

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. The speaker longs for a strong

moral leader.

2. The mask is the front African

Americans put up for the world.

3. Both poems address racism.

4. Douglass represents a leader who

delivered hope to the enslaved.

5. The mask serves as a facade to

hide internal pain and suffering.

6. Dunbar’s purpose is to express and

make known his people’s pain.

Vocabulary Check

7. b 8. a 9. e

10. c 11. d

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

12. A ship’s pilot is the one who saves

it by guiding it out of a storm.

Dunbar praises Douglass by

comparing him to a ship’s pilot

and thus assigning him as much

power and ability.

13. It implies that people are praying

in their pain. Their religious faith is

strong despite their anguish.

14. The theme is that some African

Americans hide the pain of

oppression behind a false front,

but they pay a high price for it.

15. Hiding pain is not a strategy for

appearing strong in the face of

power. It simply shows the oppressors

what they want to see.

16. The rhyme scheme becomes choppier

in lines 9–14. The new rhyme

scheme, cdcdcd, suggests the

rocking of a ship in rough water.

17. Dunbar uses the symbol of a journey

or a march to show how difficult

it is to hide his pain.

18. “We wear the mask”; in the

final instance it is punctuated

for emphasis with an exclamation

point. It is as if the speaker’s

resolve has strengthened by the

end of the poem.
