Collection 5
“from Team of Rivals” Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 467

Reading Focus

Answers:
1.  Booth supported the Confederacy and thought that Lincoln was a tyrant.  Killing the other men as well would make a bigger spectacle of the event.  Booth killed Lincoln, but did not eliminate Lincoln’s supporters and advisors.

2.  Lincoln chose to attend the theater; Booth killed Lincoln; Powell wounded Seward; Atzerodt abandoned the plan to assassinate Johnson.

3.  Powell’s attack was bloody and vicious.  Booth’s attack was theatrical.  For these reasons, both attacks shocked the public.

4.  Students should supply answers different from those in the text.

Vocabulary Check

5.  b

6.  d

7.  e

8.  a

9.  c

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

10.  Goodwin relies on quoted material to make the scene more immediate and real to the reader.  The use of quotes adds to the account by making it more vivid.

11.  The shock and grief shown by those around Lincoln is evidence that Lincoln was well regarded.

12.  Goodwin effectively uses a fictional narrative style to add drama and suspense to a well-known American story.

13.  Student responses should be well reasoned and supported by evidence in the text.

“from Choice of Weapons” Assignment: Questions 1-12 page 481

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Parks wanted to expose discrimination in the nation’s capital.

2.  African Americans suffered discrimination and segregation.

3.  Parks is surprised that people who live in the city that is the center of democracy practice discrimination.  His challenge is to expose the suffering of individuals.

4.  Student answers should be logical and supported by details from the text.

Vocabulary Check

5.  False; a trivial detail is unimportant.

6.  True; exasperating behavior causes irritation or annoyance.

7.  True; erosion  causes a breakdown.

8.  True; exploitation is characterized by selfishness.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9.  Parks uses social action and photography to fight racism.  He succeeds in both cases.

10.  Parks’s response reveals that he believes that people have the power to change society.

11.  Parks’s emotional responses mirror the shifting mood of the memoir.

12.  It is ironic that Parks comes to the FSA to work as a photographer and then is stripped of his camera.

“Typhoid Fever” Assignment: Questions 1-9 page 493

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Frankie has typhoid fever; Patricia has diphtheria and “something else.”  They become friends by talking through the wall that separates them.

2.  Frankie is moved to another floor as punishment for talking with Patricia.

3.  Shakespeare and Patricia inspire a love of language and poetry in Frankie.

4.  Possible response:  Seamus’s line “singing is good for passing the time when you’re by yourself in a typhoid room” shows that he is a jovial and considerate man.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5.  Elements of humor include Patricia’s impressions and Seamus’s dialogue.  Humor helps the narrator cope with his circumstances and reduces the story’s tension.

6.  Yes; both characters are torn from a beloved female who later dies.  Each character is unduly punished for his prohibited affections.

7.  Frankie’s voice is genuine and realistic, while many of the characters around him seem false and restricted to meaningless formalities.  A phrase that defines Frankie’s voice is “Nurses and nuns never think you know what they’re talking about…”

8.  The author’s use of diction helps the reader distinguish between different characters, and his sentence structure gives readers a glimpse into Frankie’s state of mind.

9.  McCourt uses indirect characterization to portray Seamus as lighthearted, caring, and pragmatic.  An example of this is Seamus’s statement “you can’t catch a disease from a poem unless it’s love ha ha and that’s not bloody likely when you’re what? Ten going on eleven?”

“from High Tide in Tucson” Assignment: Questions 1-11 page 503

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  She wonders where they all came from as they are not usually found in the desert.

2.  She learns the importance of believing and participating in life.  She learns that she needs some stability.

3.  These elements of style reveal that her purpose is to entertain, describe, and persuade.

Vocabulary Check

4.  c

5.  c

6.  b

7.  b

8.  c

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9.  Details such as her considering where the creatures came from support the importance of the act of believing.

10.  In the paragraph that begins “I’m tempted to believe…” Kingsolver’s style choices reveal her fascination with nature and her wish that others would take time to view nature as well.

11.  The pond symbolizes life, wonder, and stability for Kingsolver.

“from “Into Thin Air” Assignment: Questions 1-7 page 519

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Krakauer reaches the summit and descends; Krakauer’s oxygen runs out; Weathers postpones descent; Other climbers linger at summit;  Hall lets Hansen go to summit; Krakauer and Harris stop above Camp Four.  (Underlining shows serious danger.)

2.  The climbers risk altitude sickness, hypothermia, and death.  The climbers embrace risk.

3.  Students should include significant events in the text.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

4.  Everest symbolizes the unattainable and embodies the idea of being at the top of the world.

5.  Krakauer uses shorter sentences to speed up time during such scenes as when he realizes that his oxygen tank is near empty and he needs to descend the mountain quickly.

6.  Krakauer’s word choice and sentence structure cause the mood to shift throughout the article, leading readers to feel exhilaration, dread, and pity.  Krakauer’s participation in the events he describes makes the mood more intimate than if he were an outside observer.

7.  I expect Hall to survive, but Hall dies on the mountain.  I expect Weathers to die, but he survives.

Collection 6:

“from Silent Spring” and “Kiss and Tell” Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 591

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  The plants, animals, and humans become sick.

2.  A sea lion causes Stone to begin to care about the environment.

3.  The authors hope to inspire people to help protect the environment.

4.  Pollution damages living things; the sea lion inspires Stone.

Vocabulary Check

5.  c

6.  d

7.  b

8.  a

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9.  The “grim specter” is harmful environmental pollution.

10.  “People with power” should travel to remote locations around the world.  It is a good suggestion but is not viable because it cannot be enforced.

11.  Carson’s tone is alternately peaceful and dire.  Stone’s tone is upbeat.  Carson combines description with warnings, while Stone combines personal narrative with a proposal.

12.  Stone’s essay is more persuasive than Carson’s because Carson’s essay does not include a direct argument.

13.  Stone’s use of a first-person narrator is more personal, and therefore more effective.
