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Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Dee is different because she is educated, is worldly, and has a sense of entitlement.

2.  Dee would display the quilts, while Maggie would use the quilts.

3.  The story’s title suggests that heritage is something that one should honor or practice every day.

4.  Dee envisions heritage as something that is displayed.  Mama and Maggie envision heritage as something that is lived.  Dee accuses Mama of not understanding her heritage because Dee thinks using the quilts will ruin them.

5.  Possible responses: Dee misunderstands the meaning of heritage; Mama is disappointed with both of her daughters.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

6.  To Dee, the quilts represent her heritage.  To Maggie, the quilts represent her grandmother.  The sisters have different views because they experience the world differently.  Dee thinks that she is entitled to whatever she wants; Maggie is a victim of life’s circumstances.

7.  Dee hopes to gain status among her new friends by displaying artifacts from her heritage.

8.  Mama is an astute observer of life.  She sees through her daughters’ facades to understand their true natures.  She is strong and physical.  For example, she butchers her own meat.

9.  Mama fails to earn Dee’s respect, and she deprives Dee of the quilts.  Mama has a conflict with Maggie, in that Mama thinks that Maggie should learn to stand up for herself.  Mama demonstrates for Maggie how to stand up to people such as Dee when Mama claims the quilts in Maggie’s name.
