Unit 16 Lesson 3
“The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, Act I” Assignment: Questions 1-12 page 866

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  The workers are celebrating Caesar’s triumph.  Marullus scolds them for forgetting their support of Pompey.

3.  The soothsayer warns Caesar to “beware the ides of March.”

2.  Caesar refuses the crown.

4.  Cassius instructs Cinna to place forged letters in Brutus’s house, in his chair, and on the statue of his ancestor.  The letters urge Brutus to oppose Caesar.

5.  Brutus would be betraying his ideals if his intent is to weaken the republic.

6.  Possible response: Cassius’s principal reason for acting against Caesar is that Caesar has no right to rule Rome.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

7.  Brutus is idealistic and noble, while the manipulative Cassius is pragmatic, realistic, and savvy.

8.  Cassius seeks power and knows how to manipulate people to achieve it.  By the act’s end, he has planted doubts and made alliances against Caesar.

9.  Caesar sees himself as a noble leader.  Other characters, however, see him as a tyrant.

10.  The violent storm, with its thunder, lightening, and eerie fire, is dangerous and foreboding.  The reports of supernatural phenomena add to the suspense.

11.  The conflict is between those who believe in the ideas of the republic and those who are caught up in Caesar’s popularity and power.

12.  Brutus is noble and patriotic.  Despite these strengths, he is weak because he cannot imagine that others would make decisions based on less noble reasons.
