Unit 17 Lesson 1
“The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, Act IV” Assignment: Questions 1-12 page 944

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Cassius and Brutus lead an army that will face the forces of Antony, Lepidus, and Octavius at Phillippi.

2.  They quarrel over bribes and money for soldiers.

3.  Portia was upset about the triumvirate’s power and Brutus’s absence.

4.  Brutus sees and questions Caesar’s ghost.

5.  The stress of war causes the characters to turn on one another.

6.  Charts should show how characters’ relationships change.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

7.  Antony proves treacherous, dishonest, and cruel.  Antony’s cunning in the funeral speech supports his characterization in Act IV.

8.  In both, leaders are in conflict.  Antony and Cassius argue that they know war better than their partners.  Octavius and Brutus seem more principled.  Brutus and Cassius’s conflict is settled, but the conflict between Antony and Octavius is not resolved.
9.  Brutus and Cassius recognize that they depend on one another.  Their relationship is more equal.

10.  Brutus leaves Rome; Portia dies.

11.  I sympathize with Brutus the most because Portia dies.

12.  The military setting adds to the play’s sense of anxiety and danger.

