Unit 17 Lesson 2
“The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, Act V” Assignment: Questions 1-13 page 964

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  Antony, Octavius, Brutus, and Cassius

2.  In the first battle, Antony takes Cassius’s army, and Brutus overthrows Octavius’s troops.  After Cassius’s suicide, the conspirators are defeated.

3.  Cassius assumes that Titinius has been captured.

4.  Brutus sees the two visions of Caesar as a sign that he must die.  He finds it more honorable to take his life than to wait for capture.

5.  Antony says that Brutus was the only conspirator with pure motives, and Octavius orders that he will be buried with honors.

6.  Brutus and Cassius commit suicide.  These acts help define the play as a tragedy.

7.  Students may say that Brutus would change his decision if he knew more about the other conspirators’ motives.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

8.  The play’s climax is the deaths of Cassius and Brutus.

9.  Both men use their last words to acknowledge that they die in retribution for Caesar’s death.  Cassius expresses no regret, while Brutus expresses sorrow.

10.  Students may say that Brutus should have approached Caesar before betraying him.

11.  Octavius emerges as the character that can restore order to Rome.

12.  Brutus is the play’s tragic hero.  He joins the conspiracy because of his I dealism, but is blind to the baser motivations of the others.

13.  Pindarus incorrectly reports Titinius’s capture; Titinius brings Cassius a victor’s wreath; Pindarus brings news of a victory, but finds Cassius dead.
