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Lord of the Flies 
Study Questions

Directions:  Answer the following questions as you are reading the novel.  Be sure to use complete sentences and type your answers in the boxes provided.

Chapter 1 
1.  How did the boys arrive on the island? 
	The boys are traveling to a safe area to avoid the war when their plane is shot down.  The plane then crash lands on the island.


2.  How did Ralph call the first meeting? 
	Ralph finds a large shell on the beach and blows into it to summon all the boys together.


3.  What are the names of the twins? 
	Sam and Eric


4.  What does Ralph's dad do? 
	Ralph’s dad is a commander in the Navy.


5.  What nationality are the boys?
	All of the boys are English.


6.  Explain the shape of the island. 
	The island is circular shape with trees, beaches, and cliffs.


7.  Explain the "scar?" 
	The scar refers to the area where the plan slammed down and destroyed the jungle.


8.  For whom did Piggy vote as chief? 
	Piggy voted for Ralph.


9.  Who went to make sure the island was really an island?
	Jack, Ralph, and Simon decide to explore the island.


 10.  Who is your favorite character so far? 
	Student answers will vary.  Some may say Ralph because he is a leader. Others may say Jack because he is more wild.  Some may also say Simon because he is peaceful and helpful.  Others may also say Piggy because he is whiny.


Chapter 2
1. Who is the only one who may interrupt the speaker holding the conch?
	Ralph is the only person who can interrupt someone who is speaking.


2. Who saw the beast/beastie/snake-like thing?
	One of the little boys saw it first.


3. Who says, again and again that there isn't a beast? Why do think he says this?

	Ralph refuses to believe the tales about the beast because he doesn’t want to spread panic and scare the younger kids.


4. On Page 37, Ralph makes a two-fold "mission statement."  What are the two parts? 

        A. 
	We want to have fun.


        B. 
	We want to be rescued.


5. Why do they need a fire? 
	They need a fire to signal any passing ships and alert them to their presence and need for rescue.


6. What did the boys use to start the fire?
	Piggy’s glasses.


7. Who is the first boy to die?
	One of the youngest boys dies while they are starting the fire.


 8.  Predict who you think will be next to die.

	Answers will vary.  Some students will say the leader and others will say another one of the little kids.


Chapter 3 
1.  What is Jack doing as the chapter opens (be specific)?
	Jack is trying to find a pig to kill so the boys can eat.


2.  Who is building the huts? 
	Ralph and Simon are building huts.


3.  Why can't Jack get the pig to stay on his spear? 
	He isn’t an experienced hunter an the pig is too quick.


4.  All the hunters but Jack have gone where? 
	All of the hunters have gone swimming.


5.  Who helps the littluns get fruit?
	Simon


 6.  At the end of the chapter, where does Simon go? 
	Simon goes to the peaceful place that he found to commune with nature.


  
Chapter 4 
1.  Who "still felt the unease of wrongdoing?"  What do you think this proves about his conscious?

	Maurice.  This proves that he is still held to the values he has been taught.  The lack of adult supervision has not been enough to rid him of his sense of right and wrong.


2.  Who was affected by the "taboo of the old life?" 
	Roger is affected by the “taboo of the old life” when he shows restraint by not hitting Henry with the rocks.


3.  How was Jack "liberated from the shame of self-consciousness?"
	He painted his face to be able to blend in while he was hunting.  This paint set him free from the restraints of society and allowed his savage side to emerge.


4.  Why did the "littluns" always obey the summons of the conch?
	They obeyed because the viewed Ralph as a sort of adult figure and they liked the entertainment of the assemblies.


5.  Why did Jack want Samneric to get him a coconut?
	He wanted the shell so he could fill it with water and see his reflection.


6.  Why weren't the boys rescued?
	The boys were not rescued because Jack and his hunters forgot to tend to the fire and it went out.


 7.  Why were the littluns used to "Stomach aches and a sort or chronic diarrhea?"
	They had been eating so much fruit that it upset their tummies.


 Chapter 5
1.  What is "Taken short?" 
	The younger boys are using the bathroom wherever they happened to be and it making the area look dirty.


2.  What does Ralph think they ought to do before they let the fire go out?
	He thinks they should die before they let the fire go out.


3.  Who scared the littlun by walking around in the jungle at night? 
	Simon was getting up and going to his special thinking place.


4.  Who are the two littluns who hold the conch and speak about the beast at  the assembly?
	Phil and Percival.


Chapters 6 and 7
1. What was the "sign that came down from the world of the grown-ups?"
	There was an air battle from the war over the island.  A pilot was shot down and parachuted out of his aircraft over the island.  He was killed on the way down and landed on the island.


 2. Who saw the "beast" on top of the mountain?
	Sam and Eric


 3. What did the boys want to do instead of going to the other side of the  island to check the fire?
	They hunted for the beast that Sam and Eric saw.


 Chapter 8
1.  Who called the first assembly? 
	Jack decided to call the meeting.


2.  During the assembly, how many voted that Ralph shouldn't be chief? 
	Nobody thought Ralph shouldn’t be chief.  It was a very humiliating time for Jack.


3.  On page 140 the hunters get a new name.  What is it?
	Demoniac Figures


4.  The group of boys looked at it with affectionate respect.  What was it?
	The head of the pig that they had just killed.


 Chapter 9
 1.  What was the "cannon" that "continued to play" throughout chapter 9?
	The cannon is the buzzing from the flies that are eating the pigs head.


2.  Who sat, like an idol, painted and garlanded, in the center of the lawn?
	Jack


3.  At the party, who acted like the pig?
	Roger filled in for the pig and was nearly beat to death as the boys acted out the hunt of the day.


4.  What happened to the parachutist?
	The parachutist was killed in the battle and his parachute got tangled on the rocks.


5.  Who was killed because the boys thought he was the beast?  
	Simon


6.  What happened to the body on the beach?
	The tide came up and washed it out to sea.


 Chapter 10 
1.  What were Samneric doing in the beginning of the chapter?
	Sam and Eric are out collecting wood.


2.  On page 157, what is Ralph frightened of?
	He is afraid of his behavior and how he and all the others may have participated in the murder of Simon.


3.   Who went with Jack to take fire from the others?
	Jack took a group of his hunters including Maurice and Roger.


4.  Before they were attacked, what did Ralph "desperately pray?" 
	To be rescued.


5.  Who was Ralph fighting in the dark?
	Jack and his hunters.  He was also fighting savagery.


6.  What did Jack take from the others? 
	Jack took Piggy’s glasses so he could control the fire.


Chapter 11 
1.  Who "protested out of the heart of civilization?" 
	Sam and Eric protested when they were taken by Jack and his tribe.


2.  Who killed Piggy?
	Roger throws a huge boulder down the mountain.  The boulder is meant for Ralph, but it hits Piggy.


3.  How did Piggy die?
	Piggy was hit by the boulder and thrown over/down the cliff.


 Chapter 12 
1.  Who was the "savage whose image refused to blend with that ancient picture of a boy in shorts and shirt?"
	It was Bill.  He had painted his body in stripes and now looked like a savage rather than his old civilized self.


2.  Why would "bathing [Ralph's] injuries have to wait?"
	It would be too dangerous for Ralph to bathe by the stream or on the beach because there was no cover there.  He was worried if he came out of hiding, Jack and his tribe would kill him.


3.  What did Ralph do to the "Lord of the flies?" 
	He knocked it down and took the spear.


4.  Who had the "memory of a new and shameful loyalty."  
	Sam and Eric have joined Jack’s tribe and are now standing guard for him.


5.  Who sharpened a stick on both ends intending to use it on Ralph? 
	Roger


6.  How did they try to get Ralph out of the thicket? 
	Jack set the thicket on fire in hopes that the smoke would make him run out.


7.  Ralph had 3 different strategies for 'escaping' the hunters.  What were they? 

	1.  At first light he would creep into the thicket. 
2.  He would lay really close to the ground and wait until the search had passed him.

3.  He would  then escape down to the beach.


8.  How is Ralph saved from being killed?

	He is saved when a naval officer sees the smoke from the fire that Jack started and comes ashore to rescue the entire group.
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