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p. 14 ❘ Grammar Link

Proofreading: Subject-Verb Agreement

Responses will vary. Sample revisions follow.

PA S S A G E A When the projects that made up my honors biology thesis were finally complete, I felt relieved. My teacher, along with his colleagues who had helped with the projects, was proud of our accomplishments. My initial reaction to the project and all the work that went into it was described by my teacher as extreme hesitation. However, my friends, one of whom had just finished his own project and one of whom was involved in another field entirely, were very encouraging all along the way, and that proved a big help. I think it is safe to say that those projects, more than any single grade I earned, were responsible for giving me the confidence I needed to succeed. I also know that every aspect of my life since those days has been influenced by that early event.

PA S S A G E B “Not one of my friends expects that I will make it to the finish line. I know my sister, possibly even my best friend, believes I will stop practicing after a few weeks. The problem with their thinking is that they are underestimating the strength of my desire to finish this race.”
Those words, spurred by my determination, were part of a most difficult journal entry, written in the months before my first marathon. I, along with many experienced runners in my community, was training for a very special event. Training days, with perhaps one exception, were grueling. But each of us was pushing an individual limit to help uplift young people who were also pushing themselves, and that was all we needed. As tired as I was upon crossing the finish line, I knew I had really accomplished something. Even today, the lessons of that run, with all its rewards and sacrifices, continue to influence my life.

