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	All Quiet On the Western Front

Study Guide Questions




Directions:  Type each answer in the box provided.  The box will expand as you type.
Chapter 1

1.  Why do the men receive double rations? 
	The cook made enough food for all of the soldiers, but half of them have been killed.  After much debate, the cook agrees to give each living soldier a double ration of food.


2.  Why did the boys enlist in the army? 
	They were inspired by their teacher after listening to his patriotic speeches.


Chapter 2

3. What did Paul often do in the evenings before the war?
	Paul used to write poetry.


4. How do Paul and the other young men differ from the older soldiers? 
	The younger men have not lived life and have nothing to return to after the war.  Their lives are completely consumed with the war.


5. What did the men learn as new recruits?
	They are taught that patriotism means suppressing individuality and personality.


 6. What were they forced to do in the training camp?
	They were constantly humiliated and belittled.  


7. Why does Paul run away from the hospital? What does he feel? 

	Paul runs away because he is disgusted that his friend has died.  He feels like more could have been done for his friend.  He must also give Mueller the dead man’s boots.


Chapter 3

8.  Kropp calls the new reinforcements __________. 
	


9.  What is Katczinsky’s talent? 
	He can scrounge food and extra provisions.


10.  What type of food does Kat find in this chapter?
	beans


11.  What is Kropp’s idea of how wars should be fought? 
	He thinks it should be more like a festival.  He thinks the generals and national leaders should battle it out in arenas using clubs.


12.  Why does Tjaden hate Himmelstoss? 
	Tjaden was mistreated by Himmelstoss during training.  Tjaden was a bed wetter and Himmelstoss found another bed wetter and forced them to sleep in bunk beds and trade positions every night.  One would get soaked with urine each night.


13.  Describe the way that the soldiers "jump" Himmelstoss. 
	They waited for him to come home from a local bar and then threw a sheet over his head.  They jumped on him and beat him senseless.


Chapter 4

14.  How does the arrival at the front affect the soldier’s physical appearance? 
	They go from human beings to animals.  They are covered with mud.


15.  What symbolism does the earth have for the soldiers? 
	The earth becomes a safe place that protects and shelters the soldiers.


16.  What allows the men to survive?
	The fact that they become animalistic.


 17.  What must be done on a wiring fatigue? 
	The soldiers lay new wire borders then try to get some sleep until the truck comes back to get them.


18.  What is ironic about using the cemetery for cover?
	The fact that they use the cemetery for cover blurs the line between life and death.  They are actually saved by death.


 19.  Why does Paul say the rain falls in their hearts? 
	They are forever affected and changed by the war.


Chapter 5

20.  How do the men kill lice? 
	They scrape them off into an tin of boot polish and heat it up.


21.  What does school have to do with the boy’s lives now? 
	Not much it provides them with something to reminisce about and make fun of.


22.  What will the men’s lives be like when they return to society?
	The young men have nothing to return to.  They will have to rebuild their lives and are labeled as the lost generation.


 23.  What types of arrest are used in the German army?  
	Open arrests.


24.  What is ever-present in the men’s lives? 
	The bond they have created by being in war together.


Chapter 6 

25.  What are the men awaiting? 
	The eminent battle and the arrival of new troops to the front.


26.  What foreshadows a rough battle for the men? 
	Kat is in a bad mood and they say his moods are a prediction of what will happen on the front.


27.  How does the bombardment wear on the men? 
	It wears them out emotionally and many of the new recruits go insane.


28.  How are the attackers described? 
	They kill mindlessly and grab all the provisions they can then they retreat.


29.  Why does Paul hesitate before throwing the grenade?
	He realizes he has become numb to the killing of the trenches.


30.  How do the men react to the wounded? 
	They just let them pile up.  Sometimes they try to put the dying out of their misery.  They also  note that most of the dead and wounded were new recruits.


31.  Why do the soldiers search so thoroughly for a wounded man? 
	The wounded man is groaning and moaning.  They want to put him out of his misery.


32.  Why are the reinforcements killed so rapidly? 
	They are very poorly trained.


33.  How well do the new recruits learn front-line warfare?
	They are not trained.  The army is just sending young boys over with very little preparation.  


Chapter 7

34.  Why do the men only rest behind the front? 
	They never really relax.  Himelstoss feels guilty after seeing the front lines first hand.  He tries to make it up to his soldiers.


35.  Why does Paul cry when he arrives home?
	He arrives home to find that his mother is dying of cancer and the civilian population is starving.  


 36.  Why does Paul feel strange in his own home? 
	He can think of nothing, but the war.


37.  Why can’t Paul talk to his father about the war? 
	Paul feels that it is dangerous for him to put his experience into words.


38.  What does Paul realize about the people around him? 
	They have no concept of what the soldiers on the front lines are going through.


39.  What does Paul wish for as his mother speaks to him on his last night home?
	He wishes he could just curl up in her lap and cry and die with her.


 40.  Why does Paul regret coming home on leave? 
	He wishes he would never have come home on leave because it only awakens pains for him and his mother.


Chapter 8

41.  What does Paul observe during training drills? 
	He observes a Russian prison camp and the prisoners digging through the garbage for food.


42.  Why does Paul not feel more sympathetic toward the Russian prisoners? 
	He realizes that they are not the enemy, but they are human beings just trying to survive just like he is.


43.  Why are these men enemies? 
	These men are enemies because leaders have labeled them as enemies.


44.  What is Paul’s sole aim? 
	To survive.


Chapter 9

45.  How does the army prepare for the Kaiser’s visit? 
	Everything is cleaned and the soldiers are given new clothes.


46.  According to the men, why does war exist?

	Wars are only for leaders who want to be put in history books.


47.  Why is Paul afraid on patrol? 
	He gets lost and an attack is coming.


48.  What does friendship mean to Paul? 
	It means that he will never be alone.


49.  What does Paul do when the French soldier stumbles into his shell hole? 
	He stabs him.


50.  How does Paul react to the dying Frenchman? 
	He feels guilty.


51.  What does Paul do for the Frenchman? 
	He tries to bandage his wounds and give him water.  He goes through his pockets and  finds letters and pictures of his family.  He feels really guilty.


Chapter 10

52.  How do the men guard the supplies? 
	They guard the supplies from a concrete shelter.  They take the time to use the luxuries the find around them and have a feast.


53.  What happens to Paul when the bombing begins?
	He is cooking pancakes.  As they are leaving Paul is wounded by shelling.


54.  What is the dying room? 
	A room where soldiers are taken who are mortally wounded.


55.  How does Paul view himself and his generation? 
	He wonders how they will ever be able to have any kind of normal life.


Chapter 11

56.  How do the men see the war now? 
	They see the war as a deadly disease.  They also see it as a way of life.


57.  What are the men’s lives and thoughts like? 
	They are simply trying to avoid being killed.  The only way they can survive is to behave like an animal.


58.  Are the Germans beaten? 
	They are in really bad shape.  They have no food, worn out weapons, and have sustained heavy casualties.  Despite the fact that they are loosing, they continue to fight.


Chapter 12

59.  What are the fates of the various generations? 
	Paul fears that nobody from his generation of soldiers will return home.  He says if they do return home, they will simply be walking corpses.  The will simply be shells of human beings.


60.  Why does the book describe Paul’s face as calm? 
	The thing Paul has run from for so long has finally overtaken him.  It appears that he is relieved that he doesn’t have to run and hide from it any more.  


