Language Arts II
Unit 9: Lesson 1 

Worksheet Answer Key

STUDENT ANSWERS WILL VARY

1. Gregory’s animus toward me is frightening. I have never felt such hostility from another human being.

Context clues- I have never felt such hostility from another human being.

Animus Definition- hate or anger

2.  Cholesterol buildup impedes the passage of blood through the arteries. If left untreated, it eventually blocks the flow completely.

Context Clues- If left untreated, it eventually blocks the flow completely.

Impedes Definition- to block or prevent

3. Detectives are not interested in gossip. Their concern is with facts, not conjectures.
Context Clues- not interested in gossip; concern is with facts

Conjectures Definition- gossip that may or may not be true

4. The Ausable River in upstate New York winds through a picturesque chasm, or deep gorge, before emptying into Lake Champlain.

Context Clues- or deep gorge

Chasm Definition- a deep gorge

5. The escapee managed to elude capture by hiding in the bushes that grow along the edge of the river.

Context Clues- by hiding in the bushes

Elude Definition- to avoid

6. The first rule of public speaking is to enunciate—that is, to speak distinctly.

Context Clues- that is to speak distinctly

Enunciate Definition- to speak clearly

7. The orange kite plummeted toward the ground; then it caught a breeze and rose to soar again above the trees.


Context Clues- toward the ground

Plummeted Definition- to fall down

8. Coach Jackson feels that levity is the best tonic for pregame jitters. He maintains there’s nothing like a little humor to relieve tension and make players feel at ease.
Context Clues- Nothing like a little humor to relieve tension.

Levity Definition- humor that makes a stressful situation lighter.

9. By the middle of the day, nearly all the sailboats had sailed out of sight. The lone exception was a solitary boat that had capsized just offshore.

Context Clues- nearly all sailboats had sailed out of sight.
Solitary Definition- only one

10. The Delgardos’s home looks small from the outside, but it is surprisingly capacious. It has a living room, dining room, and oversized country kitchen on the first floor, and four large bedrooms plus two baths on the second.

Context Clues: It has a living room, dining room, and oversized country kitchen on the first floor, and four large bedrooms plus two baths on the second.

Capacious Definition: large

