Unit 9 Lesson 2
“The Leap” Assignment: Questions 1-14 page 45

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  The narrator has returned to read to her blind mother.

2.  Anna saves her own life.  She gives birth to, and rescues the narrator.

3.  Anna literally leaps during her trapeze act and when she saves her daughter from a fire.  Anna figuratively leaps into a new marriage and a new life.

4.  Answers will vary, but should be based on events in the story.

5.  Possible response: The Avalons have “lips destined ‘never again to meet,’” which suggests that Mr. Avalon will die.

Vocabulary Check

6.  making

7.  disentangling

8.  limited

9.  obeyed

10.  uncertain

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

11.  She is remembering the fire that destroyed her childhood home.

12.  The leap is believable because she is a former acrobat.

13.  In the circus, Harry is killed, but his wife, Anna, survives.  Anna remarries, and gives birth to the narrator.  Anna saves the narrator from a fire.  Anna’s husband dies and the narrator returns home.

14.  The moment when lightning strikes the tent is most suspenseful.  Flashback and foreshadowing make the reader curious. 
