“The Tyger” and “The Lamb” – William Blake
1. What question does the speaker of “The Tyger” ask repeatedly? What answer is implied?

The question is, what being could have created the tiger. STUDENT ANSERS MAY VARY.

2. What are you told directly about the speaker of “The Lamb?” What inferences can you draw from this information? 

The reader is told that the speaker is a child. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

3. What do the tiger and the lamb tell us about the nature of good and evil? 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY. 

4. Review the concept maps in which you recorded context clues that help reveal the symbolic meaning of the tiger and the lamb. Write one paragraph in which you explain the symbolic meaning of the tiger, and another in which you explain the symbolic meaning of the lamb. Support your explanations with information from your concept maps. 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

5. Interpret The last stanza of “The Tyger” is almost identical to the first. What is the significance of the one word changed in the last stanza?

The one word changed is ‘could’ to ‘dare’ and the significance is that the animal is fierce and scary.

6. Evaluate Where in “The Tyger” does the speaker wonder if the tiger may have been created by God? What imagery tells us that the speaker also suspects that the tiger could be a demonic creation? List the images that suggest a human creator—like a blacksmith or a goldsmith.

When the speaker asks what could have made him, it suggests that he doesn’t wholly believe it was a godly creation. The last line implies that it could be a demonic creation when the speaker asks who would dare make such a terribly destructive creation. Images that suggest a human creator are those of a hand or shoulder sculpting the tiger.
7. Draw Conclusions What imagery suggests that the tiger could be a force of enlightenment? of revolutionary violence?

The imagery that suggests a force of englightenment is in the questions that the speaker is asking about who created the tiger – specifically, he who created the tiger also created the lamb and that is worth noting. The images of revolutionary violence are present in the second to last stanza when the speaker comments on the fallen angels. 

8. Compare and Contrast How does the second stanza of “The Lamb” respond to the questions asked in the first stanza?

It responds because the speaker tells the lamb what his creator provided for him. 

9. Analyze What does the creator do for his creation in the first stanza of “The Lamb”?
The creator gives him life, food and something to make him useful (wool).

10. Evaluate What differentiates the voice of the speaker in “The Tyger” from the voice of the speaker in “The Lamb”? 

The voice is different because of the meter of the poems.

11. Analyze How does “The Tyger” represent people’s attraction toward and repulsion from evil?

It represents the attraction toward and repulsion from evil because it questions how the being that made the tiger also made the lamb, and that the tiger is perfectly made but also perfectly destructive.

12. Infer In what ways is the lamb both a literal object and a symbol in “The Lamb”? 

Literary Skills Review: Refrain 

13. Interpret A refrain is a repeated word, phrase, line, or group of lines. Why might Blake use refrains as a technique in his poems? How do they affect each poem’s meaning? 

STUDENT ANSERS MAY VARY.

“The Chimney Sweeper” and “The Chimney Sweeper” – William Blake
1. In the first poem, how does the angel reassure Tom Dacre in his dream?

The angel tells him that one day God will be his father and it will be joyous.

2. How does Tom Dacre’s dream contrast with the actual conditions of his daily life?

The dream is full of color and playfulness, and his real life is dark and sooty and full of work.

3. In the second poem, how does the young chimney sweeper answer the adult’s question? What do you think his “clothes of death” are?

The chimney sweeper realizes that his parents sold him to do this hard labor even though he was happy otherwise. His “clothes of death” are the outfit, covered in soot, that he has to wear to clean chimneys.
4. Why don’t the parents of the chimney sweeper in Songs of Experience see the harm they have done to their child?

They don’t see it because he continues to put on a brave face even though he is miserable.

5. What contributes to the distinctly different attitudes expressed in the poems?

Blake is trying to show the different ways that the children handled this brutal life. The language contributes to the different attitudes.

6. Review the Venn diagrams you worked on as you read. In the overlapping section of each diagram, draw a conclusion about the purpose each example of parallelism serves. After you have completed each diagram, review the overlapping sections to see what your conclusions can tell you about the overall meaning of each poem as a whole. 

7. Interpret In the first poem, what might the “coffins of black” symbolize besides death?

They might symbolize the danger of working in the soot-filled chimney.

8. Evaluate In each poem, what is the emotional effect of the child’s mispronunciation of the chimney sweeper’s cry?

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

9. Extend Do people today sometimes take the attitude expressed by the speaker of the first poem: If you are good, if you do your duty, you need not fear harm? Expand on your response.

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

10. Analyze How does Blake’s use of parallelism in both poems enhance their emotional effect?

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
11. Infer When readers understand or know something that a speaker in a literary work does not, dramatic irony occurs. What examples of dramatic irony can you find the first poem?

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
“A Poison Tree” – William Blake
1. What two ways of handling anger are mentioned in the poem? In what ways do these two approaches differ?

One way is to express your anger and the other way is to let it fester.  If you express your anger, then it leaves and you move on. If it festers, then it makes you do bad things.

2. Why does the speaker’s wrath against his foe increase?

It increases because he constantly thinks about it and lets it consume him.

3. What happens to the speaker’s foe in the last stanza? Of whom or what is he a victim?

He dies because of the poison apple.

4. What causes the two different outcomes of anger?

The outcome is different if you speak to the person with whom you are angry.

5. Analyze The poem differentiates between ways of handling anger. What imagery describes the second way?

The imagery that describes the second way is “watered it in fears” and “sunned it with smiles.”

6. Make Judgments How is the speaker of the poem a victim? Do you see the speaker as good or evil, or both? Give examples from the poem.

STUDENT ANSERS MAY VARY.

7. Interpret How does Blake compare the speaker’s anger to a tree?

He compares it by saying that it grew constantly and finally produced an apple.

8. Analyze What sort of allusion is Blake making when in the third stanza he refers to the forbidden fruit?

He is alluding to the biblical story of Adam and Eve.

9. Evaluate Blake’s use of parallelism and simple diction gives “A Poison Tree” an air of straightforward, even childlike, simplicity. Do you think this tone supports or diminishes the points being made about anger and its consequences? Explain.

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

10. Draw Conclusions Look at the chart you made showing the poem’s subject, details, images, and symbols. What do they tell you about the poem’s theme? Add a third column to your chart, in which you write a brief sentence stating the theme of the poem.

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY. 
11. Analyze A symbol is a person, place, thing, or event that stands for both itself and something beyond itself. What might the garden, tree, and apple symbolize in “A Poison Tree”? As you answer, remember that Blake relied on Biblical allusion in much of his art.

It alludes to the biblical story of Adam and Eve.
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” – Samuel Coleridge
1. In Part II, what are the consequences of the Mariner’s killing the albatross?

At first the men are angry with him, then they think that he lifted the fog by killing the albatross, and then they are angry again once they are stuck on the sea.

2. In Part IV, why is the Mariner unable to pray? What happens to change this situation?

He hears a whisper that makes it impossible for him to pray. He is able to pray once he blesses the snakes in the water.

3. At the end of the ballad, how does the Mariner describe his current life? 

He says that he has to continue to travel and tell his story so that the guilt will go away.

4. What is the Mariner’s tragic role? What one thing would he do differently? Explain. 

His role was killing the albatross and bringing the evil to the ship. He would be kind to all creatures.
5. Review the poem’s archaic words and their meanings. For each word, add an additional circle to your chart and explain why Coleridge may have used the word instead of a modern term. Think about how the words work as sound devices and fit into the ballad’s rhyme scheme. 

STUDENT ANSERS MAY VARY.
6. Evaluate Coleridge once said that he would have preferred to write The Rime of the Ancient Mariner as a work of “pure imagination.” He believed that the poem had “too much” of a moral and that the moral was stated too openly. Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

7. Make Judgments How is death represented in the poem? What do the actions of the spirits and the bodies of the crew suggest about Coleridge’s view of the supernatural?

Death is represented as spirits. Coleridge probably believes that the supernatural exist and can come back to the present.

8. Evaluate Coleridge added the italicized sidenotes almost twenty years after he first published the poem. Do you think reading them alters the meaning of the poem? Explain.

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

9. Literary Perspectives You analyzed the credibility of the supernatural events and of the Mariner. How did this perspective affect your interpretation of the story? 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
10. Analyze For the most part, this poem’s form is the regular ballad stanza. Occasionally, however, Coleridge varies the lines’ meter and the stanza length. Explain how one of the irregular stanzas differs from a regular one. What effects do these changes have on the poem? 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.

11. Draw Conclusions An allegory is a narrative in which characters, settings, or events symbolize other people, places, or occurrences. What might be this ballad’s allegorical meaning? Consider the Mariner, the wedding, the ship, and the albatross.

It could have a biblical meaning or a political one.
"Ozymandias" - Percy Bysshe Shelley
1. According to the poem, what was the sculptor’s attitude toward the subject of his artwork?
He was mocking Ozymandias.
2. If we assume his statue represents him well, what kind of king was Ozymandias?
He was larger than life.
3. Who should “despair” in this poem? Why? 
Anyone who looks on him with contempt and they should despair because of how powerful Ozymandias was.
4. Would Ozymandias be surprised at what happened to his statue? What message does the statue’s fate send to readers of the poem? 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY. It sends the message that nothing lasts forever.
5. Circle the contrasts you noted in the chart, and underline the comparisons. Then, write a few sentences explaining how the comparisons and contrasts work together to help deliver the poem’s message.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
6. Summarize Even in the brief space of a sonnet, Shelley suggests a number of narrative frames. How many speakers do you hear in this poem? Summarize what each one says.
There are two speakers. The first is the person relaying these events, and the second one is who is telling the story. 
7. Interpret What is the poem’s message about pride?
That once you’re gone, it doesn’t mean people will remember you forever in  the same light you saw yourself in.
8. Literary Perspectives This poem is a sonnet, one of the most timeless, constrained, and formal types of poetry. How does Shelley’s choice of the sonnet form enhance the overall effect of the poem? What does it suggest about his style? 
It make the poem formal and inclines the reader to think of how things were in Ozymandias’ time.
9. Analyze What did Ozymandias expect people to see when they looked at his “works”? What do they actually see? 
He wanted to see someone powerful and eternal, but instead they see a boastful man.
10. Analyze A sonnet is a fourteen-line lyric poem, usually written in iambic pentameter, that has one of several rhyme schemes. Many sonnets have a turn, a pivotal point in the sonnet at which a question is answered, a solution is proposed, or a comment is offered. Where is the turn in “Ozymandias”? What is the function of the lines that follow the turn? 

The turn happens after you read what the inscription is on the pedestal. The function of the rest of the lines proves that there is much ruin that has happened after Ozymandias’ reign.
“Keats Last Letter” – John Keats 
1. Why is Keats unable to answer the questions from Brown’s letter?
It makes him sad to look at it.
2. According to his doctor, what is Keats’s most serious health problem? What is ironic, or inappropriate, about this diagnosis?
His most serious problem is his stomach. It’s inappropriate because tuberculosis is a disease of the lungs, which the doctor claims are healthy.
3. What does Keats mean when he says at the end, “I always made an awkward bow”? 

He is always awkward with goodbyes.
4. What is John Keats’s state of mind as he writes this last letter to a friend? What details from the letter suggest what he is really thinking and feeling, in addition to what he writes explicitly? 
He is sad and although he doesn’t want to die, he understands it may happen very soon. He says he is living a post-humous life.
5. Review the chart you kept as you read this letter. Based on evidence in the letter, tell how Keats’s illness affected his ability to write poetry—and letters to friends. 
Keats was unable to write poetry because he said it made his stomach worse.
6. Keats says he has a habitual feeling that his real life has passed. Does this statement suggest that the feeling is fleeting or that it is always present?
It is always present.
7. When Keats says he feels he is leading a posthumous existence, does he feel healthy or ill?
He feels ill.
8. Keats says that passing his friend on the river without knowing it showed his star predominant. Does this mean that Keats feels his fate, or star, has always been to miss out on joys, or that he feels his fate is ever changing?

His fate is to miss out on joys.
9. Interpret Keats writes “… the knowledge of contrast, feeling for light and shade, all that information (primitive sense) necessary for a poem, are great enemies to the recovery of the stomach.” What do you think he means by this statement? Support your answer with details from the text.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
10. Analyze Notice the pairs of contradictory words, images, and ideas in Keats’s letter. Write down some of these pairs, and explain what they reveal about the author’s state of mind.
He says he is too weak in his mind to read the handwriting of his friend, and also that he is afraid to see it. He says he summoned up some puns, and yet poetry hurts his stomach. He says that he is disappointed to hear good news from his brother because he thinks they’ll die young. These contradictions reveal that he is upset with the way things are going and is trying to deal with it.
11. Evaluate What figure of speech does Keats use to describe his sister? What effect does he create by using these particular words?

He says she is like a ghost, and that makes the reader think that he will never see/speak to her again.
12. Extend Imagine that you are writing a letter to a close friend you may not see for many years. What things would you want to mention? What feelings would you express? Write down a few things you would include in your letter, and discuss your list with a partner. Are your concerns similar to the ones Keats expresses in his letter?

 STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY. 
