Language Arts IV – Independent Reading Activity

“Song” & “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning” – John Donne 

1. Contrast the tones of the two poems. 
The tone of Song is cynical and the tone of A Valediction is sweet and hopeful.
2. Review your chart for “Song.” In a new column, state each stanza’s main idea, and explain how the images in the stanza support the main idea.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
3. Review your chart on comparisons and contrasts in “A Valediction” and add a column in which you describe the emotions expressed by the comparisons and contrasts you identified. 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
Match the Vocabulary words with their synonyms. 

	4. Advance - B
5. Pilgrimage - E
6. Virtuous - A
7. Reckon - D
8. Endure - C
	a. 


9. Analyze Donne uses the word true twice in “Song,” then ends with the word false. How does this contrast affect the meaning of the poem?
This contrast affects the meaning because it seems as if the speaker wants to find the perfect woman but can’t seem to find her.
10. Interpret In “Valediction,” line 5, how is the image of melting relevant to the poem? 
This is relevant because it reinforces the concept of the two souls becoming one. 
11. Evaluate In “Song,” what hyperbole does the speaker use? 
Hyperbole is used in the last 6 lines because the speaker says that the journey to find a fair woman is sweet but in actuality he is upset with women, as he has been jaded several times.
12. Analyze Explain the conceit in lines 25–36 of “A Valediction” and what it suggests about love. 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
13. Analyze A reference to something from literature, history, or other familiar cultural areas is an allusion. “Song” alludes to the mythological mermaid singing that lures sailors to crash their ships. What does this allusion signify in “Song”? 
This allusion is evident because the speaker is upset with women, similar to sailors who would be upset with the mermaid who made them crash their ships.
“Meditation” – John Donne
1. According to Donne, how can the suffering of one person benefit others? 
It can benefit others because we can learn from it. 
2. Review your notes about Donne’s use of metaphor in “Meditation 17.” Add a column to your chart, and summarize the main idea of each comparison.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
	3. Diminishes - C
4. Affliction - D
5. Tribulation - B
6. Contemplation - A
	a. 


7. Interpret How are the comparisons in the meditation examples of a metaphysical conceit?
The metaphysical concept is evident in the comparisons of the Catholic church and the tolling of the bell and these are examples because they show intelligence and wit, not romance and flowery speech.
8. Analyze Which images best support Donne’s point that all people are connected?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
9. Evalute What do you think of Donne’s opinion that suffering can bring good? 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
10. Analyze Using the text to support your answer, choose a word to describe the meditation’s tone. 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
11. Evaluate The use of words whose sounds suggest or imitate their meaning is called onomatopoeia. Where does onomatopoeia appear in the meditation? What is its effect? 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
“Death Be Not Proud” – John Donne
1. What pleasures can Death bring?
Death can bring sleep and rest.
2. How is Death a slave to desperate men? 

Death is a slave to desperate men because it is simply something that must happen.
3. According to the poem, what are the reasons Death should not be proud? 
Death shouldn’t be proud because it is not mighty and dreadful; rest and sleep are good things so if they are similar to death, why is death considered in a bad way; it rules posion, sickness and war and no one should want to be in charge of that; life does not end when you die, it merely continues in the afterlife.
4. Which experience might you describe as dreadful, being chased by a vicious dog or being startled by a sudden noise?
Being chased by a vicious dog.
5. Which person is more likely to feel desperate, the one who has failed a quiz or the one who has lost his job?

The one who has lost his job.
6. Infer What does the speaker assume about Death’s self-image?
The speaker assumes that death is proud and boastful.
7. Analyze How would you describe the tone of this poem? What attitude does the speaker take toward Death?
The speaker’s attitude toward death is defiant.
8. Interpret According to the poem, how are rest and sleep like Death? What point does Donne make by using this comparison?
Rest and sleep are images of death. He is making this comparison to show that these are good things, so why is death considered a bad thing.
9. Evaluate As the sonnet develops, how does the speaker shift the grounds of his attack on death?
He starts by comparing good things to death, and then he switches his arguments by saying why it is a bad thing.
10. Literary Perspectives An important part of one’s philosophy toward life is, ironically, one’s philosophy toward death. How would you summarize the poet’s attitude toward death, as conveyed in this poem? 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
11. Analyze How does the sonnet resolve its paradoxes: that those who die do not die and that Death itself will die? 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
12. Infer The central idea or insight about human experience revealed in a work of literature is called theme. Some themes are stated directly, but most are implied. Write a sentence expressing the theme of “Death be not proud.” 

Do not be afraid of death.
“On My First Son” & “Song: To Celia”  - Ben Jonson
1. What is the speaker’s sin in “On My First Son”?

The speaker’s sin is placing too much hope in his son.

2. To what does the speaker of “On My First Son” compare his son?
He compares him to a loan because loans were given for exactly seven years.
3. What does the speaker of “Song: To Celia” ask his beloved to leave for him in a cup?
He asks his beloved to leave a kiss for him in a cup.
4. What does the speaker of “Song: To Celia” send to his beloved? 
He sends her a wreath of roses.
5. What different kinds of love are described in the poems “On My First Son” and “Song: To Celia”? 
The first love is fatherly, familial love. The second love is a romantic love.
Match the Vocabulary words with their synonyms.

	6. Lament - C
7. Misery - D
8. Pledge – A
9. divine  - B
	
	a. 


10. Interpret How would you describe the tone of “On My First Son”?
The tone is sad and grievous.
11. Draw Conclusions In “On My First Son,” why does Jonson say we might envy the dead?
We might envy them because they don’t have to incur the tragedies of life.
12. Analyze Explain the metaphor Jonson uses in lines 3–4 of “On My First Son.” What does this comparison say about how Jonson views life?
The metaphor he uses is comparing his son to a loan. STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
13. Infer In “Song: To Celia,” how does the speaker use the idea of drinking a cup of wine to praise his lady?
He uses this idea to  say that he wants her kisses so bad that he will give up looking for wine.
14. Hypothesize What might the wreath represent to the speaker in “Song: To Celia”? 
It represents his living love for her.
15. Analyze A lyric expresses a speaker’s personal thoughts and feelings. Describe the emotional impression created by each poem. 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
16. Analyze The pattern of rhymed lines in a poem is called its rhyme scheme. Describe the rhyme scheme in each poem. Give each new rhyme a new letter of the alphabet. What do you discover about the rhymes in Jonson’s poems? 

Celia – ABCB
Son – couplets

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
“The Fall of Satan” from Paradise Lost – John Milton
1. In the poem’s opening, what does the speaker ask of the Heavenly Muse? Why?
He asks the Muse to inspire him as she inspired Moses because this explained creation.
2. With whom does Satan discuss his plans?
Satan discusses his plans with Beelzebub.
3. Near the end of the excerpt, what shows that Satan has fully accepted living in Hell?

He believes he’d rather be a king in hell than a servant in heaven.
4. In what ways might Satan be seen as heroic?

He decides to rally the other demons against God, similar to how a hero would rally his forces against evil.
5. As you read, you analyzed some of the poem’s challenging lines. Review these lines and your restatement of what Milton is saying. Add another column to your chart, and analyze the elements of style in the lines you paraphrased. 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
6. Interpret Re-read the description of Hell in lines 53–74. How is Hell both a psychological state and a physical place?
It is both because it keeps both your mind and your body in constant torment.
7. Analyze A famous phrase in this poem is the description of Hell in line 63 as “darkness visible.” This phrase is an oxymoron, a figure of speech that relies on paradox, or a self-contradictory idea. Why is this an effective image?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
8. Evaluate How effective is Milton in creating a setting that is terrifying and an embodiment of evil? Explain your answer using textual details.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
9. Interpret How does Milton create the elevated, epic style that gives Paradise Lost its power?
He discusses higher powers, not earthly beings, and his language is complex and elaborate.
10. Draw Conclusions When the reader knows something that a character does not, dramatic irony is occurring. In lines 210–220 the speaker says that despite Satan’s power and grandeur, the devil is still subject to God’s purposes. How do these lines contribute to the dramatic irony in Satan’s assertion of freedom in lines 242–270?

This is dramatic irony because the devil believes he has power, but in fact he is playing into God’s master plan.
When I Consider How My Light is Spent – John Milton
1. What frustration or disappointment does Milton express in the poem’s first two lines?
He hasn’t used his time when he could see to its full extent.
2. What famous religious parable does Milton allude to in the first part of the sonnet?
The parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30.
3. By the end of the poem, how has Milton decided to respond to his worries?
He will stand and wait.
4. The tone of the poem changes about half-way through, around line 8. How does Milton’s attitude in the second half compare with his attitude in the first half?
In the first half he is disappointed about his blindness and in the second half he is trying to make it mean something.
5. While you read, you analyzed the structure of Milton’s poem. Now, return to your chart and add another column explaining how the sonnet’s structure suits Milton’s purpose. 
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
6. Analyze In line 8, what do you think Milton means when he says that “Patience” replies to his question?
Patience replies to his question to reinforce that concept that he must be patient in waiting for God to come to his rescue.
7. Make Judgments In the opening line, how does Milton’s metaphor give us insight into how he perceives his blindness?
It gives insight because it tells us that he sees his eyesight as the light.
8. Evaluate In fourteen lines, Milton experiences a significant change in his point of view. Do you think this change is convincing or do you suspect that Milton still has doubts? Explain your opinion and support it with evidence from the text.

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
9. Infer Early in the sonnet, Milton alludes to a Biblical parable. How does this reference explain Milton’s anxiety in the first half of the poem?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
10. Evaluate The pattern of rhymed lines in a poem is called its rhyme scheme. How does the rhyme scheme of Milton’s sonnet reinforce his ideas?

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
