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U13: Lesson 1
“To His Coy Mistress”
Worksheet

     
Directions: Answer each of the following questions in the boxes provided.

1.  According to the speaker, what is his sweetheart’s crime?  Why do you think he regards this as a crime?
	Her crime is coyness.  The young woman is wasting time that they could be spending together.


2.  What are some of the things the speaker claims he would do if he had unlimited time?  How do these claims help the speaker’s argument?
	The speaker would allow his love to grown slowly, and praise his beloved’s attributes for ages.  These claims show that he would woo her slowly if he had the time.


3.  What image of time does the speaker present in lines 21-22?  What do you think he means to suggest with this image?
	The image of time is a “winged chariot hurrying near.”  It suggests death catching up to the speaker.


4.  Summarize the recommendations the speaker makes in the last stanza.  How will he and his beloved make the sun “run”?
	The speaker recommends that he and his beloved start enjoying the pleasures of life.  They will make the sun “run” by loving so fast that time will tag behind them.


5.  What would you advise the coy mistress to do?  Why?
	Some students may advise her to stop wasting time and return the speaker’s love.  Other students may advise her to reject him.
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