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U13: Lesson 4
“My Last Duchess”
Worksheet

     
Directions: Answer each of the following questions in the boxes provided.

1.  Who is the speaker of the poem, and what is he showing to the visitor?  How does the account for “that spot of joy” on the duchess’s cheek?
	The speaker is a sixteenth-century Italian duke who is showing the visitor a portrait of his last wife.  The duke remarks that she had a heart “too soon made glad.”  He is implying that her tastes did not discriminate between his love and other “lesser” kindnesses.


2.  Summarize the speaker’s description of the duchess’s character and behavior.  From this description, what can you infer about his attitude toward her?
	The duke describes the duchess as being “too easily impressed.”  He claims she didn’t treat him in a special way.  Students may say he thought she was naïve and lacked good judgment.  Others may say he thought she was foolish and acted inappropriately.  Students might infer that he felt superior, jealous, or resentful toward her.


3.  According to the speaker, why didn’t he tell the duchess how her behavior affected him?  What does this choice reveal about the speaker’s character?  
	Telling her how he felt was beneath him. Students may say that his choice reveals his arrogance, vanity, self-importance, cruelty, or lack of feeling.


4.  What do you think may have happened to the duchess?  Use evidence from the poem to support your conclusion.
	Students may say she was murdered or sent away.  Opinions should be supported by evidence from the poem.


5.  Who is the visitor that the speaker is addressing?  Why has he come to see the speaker?  Support your answer using evidence from the poem.
	The listener is the envoy who has come to discuss an arranged marriage with a count’s daughter.  Evidence is in lines 49-54.
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