LAIV – Unit 14 Lesson 3
The Rocking-Horse Winner by D. H. Lawrence
1. How has the mother in the story been unlucky?
The mother has married an unlucky man.
2. How is Paul confused about the word luck?
Paul is confused because he thinks having luck means having money.
3. What does Paul do to ease his mother’s anxiety over the family debts?

Paul begins to bet money on the horse races through the gardener, Bassett.
4. Now that you have read the story, do you think Paul is a winner? Why or why not?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
5. Review the character chart you kept as you read. Now, add a row to the bottom called “Character’s motivations for actions.” In the space provided, analyze the motivations of the mother and Paul.
Motivations for the mother: she always wanted nicer things

Motivations for Paul: he wanted the house to stop whispering
6. Hypothesize How do you explain the ever louder voices in the house? Why do only Paul and his sister hear and react to the voices?
The louder voices are because the mother hasn’t paid off her debts but has instead bought more expensive things. Only Paul & his sister hear the voices because they aren’t in denial about the debts.
7. Analyze How would you explain what has really happened to Paul? What clues suggest that he has gone mad?
Paul has gone mad. Clues that suggest that are the way he violently rides his rocking horse and that he refuses to give it up.
8. Analyze Think about the title of the story. What could the rocking horse symbolize?
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
9. Interpret Uncle Oscar says that Paul is best gone out of a life where he rides a rocking horse to find a winner. Do you think Uncle Oscar has been complicit in Paul’s tragedy? Explain.
STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
10. Evaluate Do you think Lawrence’s fable is applicable to life today? Explain. 

STUDENT ANSWERS MAY VARY.
11. Evaluate Review all the details that foreshadow Paul’s tragic end. How does the foreshadowing in the story prepare you for the conclusion? 

As a reader you are aware that there is something wrong with Paul, so it isn’t surprising that he starts to breakdown when he can’t pick a winner.
12. Analyze The mood or feeling created in a literary work is called atmosphere. How would you describe the atmosphere of this story? 

The atmosphere is tense because they are always short on money.
