Language Arts IV
Unit 15: Lesson 1
Worksheet Answer 2 Key

Your Turn 3

Identifying Point of View and Bias

Responses will vary but should be linked to the text. Sample responses follow.

STEP 1: The writer is a scientist and the president of an international conservation association, which means he is probably inclined to support more spending for scientific research aimed at conservation. More money for such research might mean the writer’s own projects would be better funded; if this were the case, he would have greater opportunity to discover new species, thereby nenhancing his career.

STEP 2: The writer uses words and phrases that have negative connotations to describe space exploration and research. He diminishes the importance of such research by describing the discoveries of a Mars mission as consisting of a “couple of rocks” and by referring to “all the fuss” and “all the attention and hoopla” surrounding space exploration.  The writer also presents a highly charged description of a little girl whose life was apparently saved by research into new plant species.
STEP 3: The writer acknowledges and understands the opposing point of view. He says that he is not averse to spending money on space research, as long as an equal amount is spent to conserve species on Earth.

STEP 4: The writer’s statements about the importance of increasing funding for research on Earth’s species to that of space exploration are convincing because he presents specific facts about the large number of life forms yet to be discovered and about the importance of biodiversity to Earth’s human population.  However, by using such statements as “let’s be reasonable,” the writer verges on name-calling by suggesting that those who disagree with him are unreasonable.

STEP 5: The writer writes from the point of view of a scientist who is involved in conserving and cataloging living species on this planet. Although the writer has a definite point of view about the importance of conservation, he also acknowledges the importance of space exploration. His argument is fair, although he does use connotative language when describing space research.

Your Turn 3: Additional Practice

Identifying Point of View and Bias

Responses will vary but should be linked to the text. Sample responses follow.

STEP 1: The writer is a native Texan with ties to the farming community, so he or she is probably inclined to support the interests of farmers over the interests of developers. The writer’s family may own farmland that is being sought by developers.

STEP 2: The writer uses words and phrases such as “urban sprawl,” “undeniably ugly,” and “predatory” to paint a negative picture of urban expansion and developers. By describing the pain experienced by families forced to sell their land, the writer elicits an emotional response in readers.

STEP 3: The writer concedes that many farmers have valid economic reasons for selling their land to developers; however, he or she does not discuss the developers’ point of view or possible benefits of development.

STEP 4: The writer’s statement about the impact of urban development is convincing because he or she cites specific data on the amount of farmland lost.

STEP 5: This writer presents his or her argument from the point of view of a person who has strong familial ties to farming and who lives in a state that is quickly losing farmland to urban growth. The writer has a definite point of view, and his or her overall argument is sound. However, the writer does seem a bit biased in that some of his or her language is highly charged and borders on name-calling.
