Language Arts IV
Unit 7: Lesson 5 

Worksheet    Answer Key

Student answers will vary.
p. 49 ❘ Grammar Link

Proofreading: Unnecessary Shifts in Verb Tense

The following are versions of the passages with unnecessary shifts in verb tense corrected.

PA S S A G E A 

Many of the leaps and turns executed by ballet dancers can be explained by physics. For example, a dancer who is performing a series of one-footed spins pauses briefly each time she faces the audience. During the pause, she pushes against the ground with her supporting foot, while the other leg continues moving. Momentum is stored in the leg when the dancer kicks it out and is transferred back to the body when she pulls the leg in again. Similarly, a dancer will complete a 180- degree turn if she starts to twist during a leap and pulls her legs together at the top of her jump. When dancers study the physics of motion, they tend to become better performers.

PA S S A G E B When a pipeline rupture occurred at a Brazilian refinery in 2000, approximately 1.3 million liters of oil spilled into Guanabara Bay. Some officials believed that employees had not been monitoring the pipeline properly, while others claimed that a software problem contributed to the disaster. Oil from the spill soon reached beaches and mangrove swamps and began to poison fish populations. Because local fishers essentially lost their means of making a living, they joined together in a lawsuit against the refinery. In addition, the Brazilian government launched a criminal investigation into the accident and ordered the refinery to  pay a fine of $28 million.
