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1984 Study Guide
Directions:  Answer the questions below.  Be sure to type your answer in a different color so that it stands out.  
Book One, Chapters 1-2
1.  What bothers Winston? What bothers Winston is the Big Brother poster. 
2.  What is wrong with his society? His society is watched and controlled. 

3.  What are the three slogans of the Inner Party? Their slogans are, War is Peace, Freedom is Slavery, and Ignorance is Strength. 

4.  What are the four ministries? The Ministry of Truth, the Ministry of Love, the Ministry of Peace, and the Ministry of Plenty.

5.  What items are written in italics? Dates and Winston’s journals are written in italics. 

6.  How does the Two Minute Hate work? The face of the enemy of the people, Goldstein, is placed on a large screen to show the office workers who they hate. 

7.  What happens to Winston during the chant? Winston’s hate switches from the screen to the dark-haired girl behind him.  

8.  What happens between O’Brien and Winston? They seem to have engaged in a mental connection. 

9.  During the film (p. 11), how did the audience react? They were amused and entertained. 
10.  What is "thoughtcrime"? Someone commits a thought crime is when they think treacherous thoughts against the government. 

11.  What are the Thought Police? They are an authority that monitor people’s thoughts. 
12.  Who are the Parsons and what do they represent? They are Winston’s building neighbors and they represent many of the families living in that time. 
13.  How do the Parsons’ children behave? They behave very uncontrollably and cruel. 
14.  What is Winston's dream about O’Brien? He had a dream that O’Brien told Winston, very secretively, to meet in a place where there is not darkness. 
15.  What is announced on the news? (p. 25) it was announced that the Big Brother forces have made a glorious victory in South India and that the end of the war is now in measurable distance. 
Book One, Chapters 3-4
16.  What is Winston’s dream about his mother? How does he feel about himself in that dream? He dreamed that he and his family, when he was a child, was escaping something and that the lives of his mother and sister were sacrificed for his own. He felt torn and haunted by the dream. 
17.  What is his dream about the "Golden Country"? In his dream about the Gold Country, the anti-sex girl with the dark hair was running towards him in the field and she flung off her clothes in one motion, but Winston barely noticed. He related this dream to the though that the Big Brother party and the Thought Police could be swept away.    
18.  What does he remember about the big events of the past? Bombs? Past Wars? He remembers that a few years ago, Oceania was at war with Eastasia and in alliance with Eurasia. But the Party says this was no true. 
19.  Explain the Party slogan, "Who controls the past controls the future; who controls the present controls the past." Whoever controls the past can change the facts of the past and therefore control the future. Likewise, whoever controls the present can change the facts of the past. 
20.  What does he know about the legends concerning Big Brother? In the legends, Big Brother predicted that the sound Indian front would remain quiet, but the Eurasian offensive would shortly be launched in North Africa. It was necessary to rewrite what he said to make him predict something that actually happened.  
21.  Describe Winston’s job. He rewrites information and articles the way Big Brother wants them. 

22.  How is the past controlled? The past is controlled by controlling the present and its events. 

23.  What special literature, music, and entertainment is produced for the proletariat (Proles level)? Lower s of literature, music, and entertainment were reconstructed specifically for the Proles to keep them controllable or “unconscious.” 
24.  How does Winston feel about his work? What sort of "creativity" is involved? He loves his work. He loves how he can loose himself in his deep work. Mathematical creativity and complicated processes are involved.  

25.  What is the significance of Comrade Ogilvy? His significance was that he was totally dedicated to his duties and never let go of the dispatches he carried. 

Book One, Chapters 5-7
26.  What is the problem with obtaining razor blades? There is a famine or shortage of razor blades. 

27.  What is revealed about Inner Party philosophy in the discussion between Winston and Syme? What is revealed is that language will be so cut down that thought crimes would be impossible. 
28.  Why does Winston feel that Syme will be vaporized? He feels that Syme will be vaporized because he is too intelligent. 

29.  Parsons brags about his children for doing what? He brags about his daughter reporting a spy. 

30.  What is the significance of the telescreen announcement? (p. 51) The significance of this announcement is to make people feel that life is presently better and that they have more. 

31.  What are Winston’s feelings about the present time after he hears the cheerful announcement on the telescreen? He feels that the present time is not good; it’s not a good life. He starts to feel like life used to be better. 
32.  Winston predicts that certain people will be vaporized and that certain people will never be vaporized. Who? Why? He says that Mrs. Parsons will be vaporized because her children would denounce her to the thought police. He says that Syme, himself, and O’Brien will be vaporized because they are intelligent and can think for themselves. He says that Parson will not be vaporized, the quaking person will not, the beetle-like men, and the girl from the fiction department will all not be vaporized because they are already B.B.’s puppets. They are machines and don’t question things.  

33.  What is the purpose of marriage in the state? The purpose of marriage is only to make children for the Party. 

34.  What do Winston’s memories about visiting a prostitute reveal about his attitudes towards sex in Oceania? He wants sex to return to being a passionate connection and not a duty or an obligation. 

35.  How does Winston view the Proles? He feels that the Proles are the only ones who could rise up against the government. Only if they realized they could if they banned together. 

36.  How are the Proles controlled? They are brought up under the ideology that they are inferior and they are also programmed by their ancestral way of life.   

37.  What lies/half-truths does the Party teach about history? The Party teaches that London used to be worse. They say that London used to be very dirty and even poorer. Children were cruelly worked and flogged and only the capitalists had power.  

38.  Winston suspects that the Party lies about progress made since the war. What Party claims does he doubt? The Party claims that the present is a glorious time of war and that the times are fighting and triumphing, when really, the current times in this book are dreary, decaying and poor. 

39.  What is the story of Aaronson, Jones and Rutherford? The story is that they had intelligence with the enemy and that they gave away military secrets. They confessed to this, but afterwards, were still reinstated in the Party and pardoned. Shortly after Winston saw them they were arrested again. They confessed to the same crimes over along with some new ones, but this time they were executed. 

40.  Why is this story so meaningful for Winston? It was meaningful to him because he did not understand their motive. He understood the falsifying of the past, but not the men’s motives. 

41.  What is Winston’s unanswered question? His unanswered question is how was life in the past? Or how different is current life compared to life a long time ago? This is what Winston wants to know.  

Book One, Chapter 8
42.  Why does Winston go off on his own? What activities is he missing out on? He goes off because he wants to be alone and also find answers. He is missing out on the recreational activities at the Community Center.  

43.  What is life like in the Proles’ end of London? It is very dirty, rat infested, and run down. 
44.  What does Winston think about after his conversation with the old man in the pub? He starts to loose hope of finding useful information. He thinks that the people from the ancient world just remember useless facts of their past such as that one day he got shoved by someone. Their memory faded and the past was falsified, so the Party could make claims and Winston has no way to find answers. 

45.  What does Winston discover at Mr. Charrington’s shop? He discovered that much of what was in the store had little value, but that the store was filled with things from the past. 
46.  What is Mr. Charrington like? He was very calm and friendly. 

47.  What does Winston think when he sees the dark-haired girl outside Mr. Charrington’s shop? He thinks that she is following him.

48.  How does one’s own body betray a person? Nervous facial expressions and unconscious twitches for example can alert any watching eyes that the objected person may have something to hide and, therefore, may be a traitor.   

49.  Why does Winston wonder about church bells ringing in London? He wonders about church bells because when he sings the rhyme that Mr. Charrington taught him, he feels he can actually hear the bells of a lost London ringing as if it still existed.  

Book Two, Chapter 1
50.  How does Winston react to the note from Julia before he reads it? He thinks that it is a message of his doom. 

51.  How does Winston react to the note after he reads it? He is deeply confused and bothered by the note. He considers that it may be a trap. 

52.  How do they manage to meet? He manages to sit alone with her at the lunch table and they exchange in a short, un-noticed conversation. 

53.  Describe the "parade" in Victory Square. Why does the Inner Party provide the spectacle for the Proles? For the Outer Party members? The parade celebrates highlights in B.B.’s war victories. The parade was to keep it in the minds of the proles that B.B. takes care of them and that he is making life better for them; fighting for them. For others, it is just a celebratory holiday.  

Book Two, Chapter 2
54.  Why is Winston ill at ease once he is alone with Julia? He was ill at ease because he was not used to being with a woman. Her youth and prettiness frightened him. 

55.  What does Julia bring with her that she has obtained on the black market? She had brought with her real chocolate.  

56.  What is Julia’s philosophy? (More about his in chapter 3) She says that life should be enjoyed and that if the little rules can be held, the big rules can be broken.   

57.  What familiar sign does Winston find? He sees a landscape from his dreams that he called the Golden Country. 

58.  What is the significance of the thrush music? The music was continuous and it never repeated itself. Winston wondered why the bird sang when there was no apparent reason. But the bird’s music seemed to make Winston stop pondering everything so deeply and allowed him to live in the moment. 

59.  What does Winston mean when he says that he loves Julia all the more because she has had scores of sexual encounters? Her behavior makes him love her more because this shows him that she too has passionate desire in the sexual act, and not an attitude of mere duty like Katherine did. He hated that. 

60.  Compare/contrast this to the situation in a related novel, Brave New World by Aldous Huxley. I don’t know. I’ve never read Brave New World. 
Book Two, Chapter 3
61.  How and where do Julia and Winston meet? They met in an abandoned church. 

62.  What is Julia’s job? She is a mechanic. She maintains the machines that print the books. 

63.  What is her background? When she was young, the only person she ever really knew was her grandfather. She was captain of the hockey team, she won the gymnastics trophy, she was a troop leader in the Spies, and she was a branch secretary in the Youth League before she joined the Junior Anti-Sex League. 

64.  What is her attitude toward the Inner Party? She hated and despised the Inner Party.  

65.  Describe Winston’s marriage. Winston’s marriage was loveless and painful. Katherine’s routine and mechanical sexuality was excruciating for Winston to bear.

66.  What do Winston and Julia disagree about? She thinks that things would have been better if Winston had pushed Katherine over the cliff, but he knows that doing that wouldn’t have solved anything.   

Book Two, Chapter 4
67.  How does Winston react to the singing Prole woman? He seems to think that the songs themselves are dreadful rubbish, but the woman sings the song in a way to make it a pleasant sound. 

68.  What pleasures of the senses are mentioned in this chapter? What is Orwell’s point in mentioning them? (Also, notice the difference between the dystopian society in Brave New World and that in 1984 regarding gratification of the senses.) The pleasures mentioned are of the senses of desire, and the smell and taste of real coffee, bread, and sugar; the feeling of the warm sun and beautiful sounds being sung. Orwell, in this part of the book, is trying to depict the enjoyment of life and relaxation. 

69.  What is Winston’s reaction to rats? Julia’s reaction? Winston is scared and sickened by them. Julia doesn’t like rats, but she is not scared of them.  

70.  Winston is interested in the church bells that once played in the city even though he is not religious. What do church bells mean to him? The church bells, to him, are evidence of a past London that had a better way of life. 

71.  Winston sees the coral paperweight as a symbol of what? He saw the paper weight as his life and Julia’s being the coral trapped inside an eternity which was the surrounding glass.  

Book Two, Chapter 5-6 
72.  Who has vanished? Syme has vanished. 
73.  Describe the preparations for Hate Week. In what ways does the Inner Party excel in building spirit? For hate week, the streets are decorated with posters and streamers, and many other decorations. They create new songs, slogans, and hate music to build the spirit. 

74.  Julia and Winston have some differences. Explain them. Julia is very young and strong, but Winston is many years older. It seems that Winston would be willing to part ways from Julia so that she can live a longer life because Winston predicts that they will be caught some day. Julia, on the other hand, is unwilling to part from Winston.  

75.  What finally convinces Winston that O’Brien is a member of the Brotherhood? O’Brien follows and encounters Winston and he gives Winston his address. They had a couple other encounters together and from those Winston sees that the underground conspiracy that he dreams of does exist. He is scared, but Winston starts to believe that O’Brien is on his side. 

Book Two, Chapter 7
76.  What does Winston remember about his family and his relationship with his mother? He remembers that he was always hungry, there was never enough food. Winston was very demanding and disrespectful to his mother.  
77.  What does Winston realize about love and loyalty as a result of his dream? He realizes that his mother was very loving and loyal because she took care of her children. Winston’s father, her husband, died, and she still remained loyal and loving to her kids. 

78.  What is the difference between confession and betrayal? PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THIS!!! Confession is not betrayal because confession is only speaking words; it is only telling the truth. You only betray when you let torture change your feelings. If you allow your feelings to change, then that is real betrayal.   

Book Two, Chapter 8—9 (through p. 151)
79.  Contrast the living quarters and style of the Inner Party members with those of the Outer Party members and Proles. The living quarters of the Inner Party members are much nicer than the others’. They have carpeting, good food, good wine, working lifts, and servants. The Outer Party members and the Proles have none of that. The Inner Party members still have telescreens in their houses, but they can turn them off at will.  

80.  How does O’Brien test Julia and Winston? He asks them a series of questions of what they are willing to do as Brotherhood members. The last question he asks is if they are willing to part ways and never see each other again. Winston’s response was delayed as if he was going to say yes, but Julia immediately said no, and then Winston said no.   

81.  What information does O’Brien give them about the Brotherhood? He says that the Brotherhood is not the type of organization gathered underground. He says it is a group that people know is existence, but the members don’t know the other members; except for a few that they may know personally. It is not an actual gathering, but the members are scattered about. This is beneficial because if some members get caught, it would be impossible for the whole brotherhood to be destroyed. 

82.  How will O’Brien get The Book to Winston? He will have a person deliver the book to Winston in the street in a brief case that looks like Winston’s. Winston will recognize the person by a code.   

83.  What are the ways in which the Inner Party builds spirit during Hate Week? They built the spirit of Hate Week with their news songs, speeches, shouting, singing, banners, posters, films, waxworks, the rolling of drums, the squealing of trumpets, marching, the grinding of tanks, roaring of massed planes, and the booming of guns. All this went of for six days to get revved up.  

Book Two, Chapter 9, The Book (p. 151-164)
84.  Why does Orwell include detailed passages from Goldstein’s Book in 1984? He includes passages from the book as a tool to get into the mind of the government. 

85.  Notice that Orwell repeats the first paragraph of The Book on p. 152 and p. 166. Why would Orwell repeat himself in that way? What is the purpose? He repeated the paragraph because is explains the important information of the rank of classes in the government and community. The purpose is to tell where each party stands, their status, and where they want to be. 

86.  What three classes of people have always existed? (p. 152) the three classes that have always existed are the High class, the Middle class, and the Low class. 

87.  In what ways have these three classes changed? (p. 152) The classes bore countless name and their numbers and attitudes towards each other have varied from age to age. 

88.  What is the purpose of war in the world of 1984? The purpose of war is a tool used to control life. 

89.  What are the two aims of the Party? Two aims are to control life and to use op the products of the machine without raising the standard of living. 

90.  What are the two problems with which the Party is concerned? One is to discover what another human being is thinking, disregarding his or her will. Two is how to kill several hundred million people in a few seconds without giving any warning. 

91.  Why do all three superpowers forbid their citizens from associating with foreigners? They are not allowed to talk to foreigners because this event would give a person the knowledge that foreigners are just the same and that the Party is telling lies. 

92.  The governments of the three superpowers are alike in essence even though their forms of government have different names. Identify these similarities and explain why they exist? The superpowers have the same pyramidal structure, the same worship of a semi-divine leader, and the same economy existing by and for continuous warfare.  

93.  What is the real "war" (p. 164) fought in each of the three governments? Your answer will explain the party slogan, "War is Peace." The real war is to keep the structure of society intact. 

94.  What are the aims of the three groups? (p. 166-167) The aim of the High class is to remain where they are. The aim of the middle is to change places with the High. And the aim of the Low is equality.  

95.  What changes in the pattern occurred in the nineteenth century? Change took place in the Middle class. They started to proclaim their tyranny before hand. It also became that by conscious strategy, the High could keep their position permanently. 

96.  How did socialism change in the twentieth century? In the twentieth century, it seemed that status equality could be achieved. One’s physical abilities still differ from another’s, but wealth and power could be gained by all.  

97.  Why are the rulers in the twentieth century better at maintaining power than earlier tyrants? The later rulers were more successful at maintaining power because the past rulers were half-hearted and inefficient. 

98.  What are the four ways an elite group falls from power? (p. 170-171) the four ways are either it is conquered by another force, or the masses stir a revolt, or it allows a strongly discontented Middle group, or it looses its own self-confidence and willingness to govern.  

99.  How does the Inner Party make certain it will not fall from power? (p. 171-172) The Inner Party stays in power by accepting ambitious members, excluding weaklings, and those who become discontent will be eliminated.  

100.  How is a person’s class determined in the 1984 world? They are borne and watched endlessly by the thought police until is older. 

101.  What is doublethink and what is its purpose to the ruling class? Doublethink is to think two things that totally contradict each other and accepting both of them. This technique is used by the ruling classes to control the past. It gives them the power to do that.   

102.  Why is the mutability of the past important to the ruling class? Mutability is important because the ruling class has control of both the past records and people’s minds. Therefore, the government can change records and make it all agree in people’s heads.   
103.  Why will this ruling class live on while earlier tyrants fell? This ruling class lives on because they are not slacking like the past rulers did, and also because this ruling class can manipulate the past. This ruling class also has mental tools at its disposal. 

104.  What other significant points do you notice? I also noticed that all the Ministries’ purposes are the opposite of their titles.   

Book Two, Chapter 10
105.  What understanding does Winston gain about the common people? He understands that people are beautiful in their own way. 

106.  What is the significance of the glass paperweight here? One of the men breaks the paperweight. Its significance is showing that Winston’s and Julia’s world has been shattered.  

Book Three, Chapter 1
107.  Where is Winston? How is he treated there and why? He is in prison. He is not allowed to make any movements or receive anything to eat there. 

108.  Which of Winston’s acquaintances is in the same place and why? Ampleforth was also one of the prisoners. He was put in with Winston because he was making sudden movements.  

109.  What happens between the starving man and the chinless man? The chinless man offers the starving man a piece of bread, but the starving man does not accept it because he would get into trouble. 

110.  What effect to the words "Room 101" have on the skull-faced man? Those words seemed to turn him into a pleading, cowardly, snitching, dog.  

111.  Who truly is O’Brien? What do he and Charrington have in common? O’Brien is the interrogator in room 101. They both betrayed Winston and are loyal members to the Party.   

Book Three, Chapter 2
112.  What sort of treatment does Winston receive on p. 198-200? He was brutally beaten and interrogated. 
113.  What is O’Brien attempting to teach Winston? (p.201-207) He is trying to teach Winston to believe that 2+2 = 5 or that 2+2 could equal any number. Through this mix of toture and interrogation, O’Brien is trying to mold Winston’s mind. 

114.  On p. 209—211, O’Brien explains how the Inner Party avoids the mistakes of past totalitarian governments. State in your own words what O’Brien means. A mistake that the past governments made was allowing the people that they are killing to die still having the mindset of a heretic or martyr. Before they died they could still proclaim their heresy and be revered by people as martyrs. The Inner Party avoids this mistake by breaking their enemies before they kill them; turning their enemies into a Party member before they die.    

115.  What effect does the (painless) shock treatment have on Winston? (p. 212-213) I think the shock treatment blanked out his mid. It instantly made him incoherent and able to accept any information given to him without question. 

116.  What questions does Winston ask O’Brien and what are the responses? Winston asks what O’Brien has done with Julia and he says she has betrayed Winston. Winston asks if B.B. exists and O’Brien says of course. But then he asks if B.B. exists as a real matter that takes up space, and O’Brien refuses to answer that question and says that Winston will never find the answer. 

Book Three, Chapter 3
117.  According to O’Brien, what are the three stages in Winston’s re-integration, and which stage is he about to enter? The three stages are learning, understanding, and acceptance. He is entering understanding. 

118.  Who wrote Goldstein’s book? Is what the book says true? (Notice the answer in its entirety, p. 215-216) Many people wrote Goldstein’s book. He says that as description it is true, but the program is all nonsense.  

119.  Why does the Inner Party seek power and how does this reason differ from the reasons of the Soviet Communists under Stalin and the Nazis? The Inner Party seeks power just for power. The Party’s soul purpose is to have power and control. The Communists and the Nazis wanted power, but they also wanted land and wealth as a result of their power and conquests.   

120.  Explain the slogan, "Freedom is Slavery." This can also be reversed as Slavery is Freedom. Meaning that if you immerse yourself in the Party, you will be free because the Party will be everlasting, therefore, its members will also be eternal.   

121.  How does one person assert their power over another? Through making another person suffer. 

122.  How will Oceania differ from all traditional utopias? (p. 220) Oceania will differ from all other utopias because it is a world of poverty, pain, treachery, and torment. 

123.  Why does Winston feel he is morally superior to O’Brien and how does O’Brien prove that Winston is wrong? Winston feels he is morally superior because he hasn’t allowed himself to become a puppet of the Party, but O’Brien proves him wrong because he shows his superior intelligence and always has something to counter what Winston says. 
124.  How does Winston’s physical appearance affect him? His physical appearance scares him and makes him feel despair. 

125.  What good thing can Winston say about himself at the end of this chapter? He can say that he has not betrayed Julia; he still loves her.  

126.  How does Winston feel about O’Brien? Why? He feels that O’Brien is a friend that he can talk to because even though O’Brien is his tormenter, he is also Winston’s protector. 
127.  What final question does Winston ask O’Brien? (p. 225-226) He asks how soon he will be shot. 

128.  How is the Inner Party’s philosophy different from the Controller Mond’s philosophy in Brave New World? I don’t know; I have not read Brave New World.  

Book Three, Chapter 4
129.  How has Winston’s environment changed? What does he do with his time? How does he show his obedience to the Inner Party? His environment is much more pleasant now; he gets regular meals and they even give him a basin of warm water to bathe in. At first he stays in his bed, but then he occupies his time with exercise and re-educating himself. He shows his obedience because he is accepting the things that the Inner Party is telling him. Like 2 + 2 = 5 and that they are at war with Eastasia and always have been.   

130.  How does Winston show that he is not entirely true to Big Brother? He shows that he it not true to B.B. because he intends to die with hatred. He wants that bullet to enter his head and he will still feel hate for Big Brother.  

131.  How does Winston feel about Big Brother? He hates Big Brother.  

Book Three, Chapter 5
132.  What happens in Room 101 and how does this "cure" Winston? Winston is again restrained, but in a chair. He is not tortured in the same fashion as previous times, but he is confronted with his greatest fear. O’Brien has a cage of rats that he intends to release on Winston and he does. This cures him because it breaks him of his love for Julia and his deep hatred of Big Brother. These were the only things he had left to defy the Inner Party. 

Book Three, Chapter 6
133.  What is the setting? He was sitting in the Chestnut Tree Café. 
134.  What is Winston’s job? (Look up "sinecure" if you don’t know it) He now has an office job which he does little work at. 

135.  How did his meeting with Julia go? They didn’t really want to see each other, but they talked. I guess it went well because they were able to talk to each other, but it was not good because their love and chemistry has been snuffed out. 

136.  How is it evident that Winston really is a different person? It is evident because he is not committing any thought crimes anymore, but the opposite. He has become a puppet like the rest.  

137.  What is happening in the last two paragraphs of the book? Winston woke from his dream that he was in the café and in the park with Julia. He was set back in the Ministry of Love and was walking through a corridor. As predicted, an armed guard shot him from behind and Winston died. He even loved Big Brother when he died; they broke him. 
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