Unit 11 Lesson 3
“Marigolds” Questions 1-16 Answer Key

Reading Focus

Answers:

1.  They taunt Miss Lottie and throw rocks at her marigolds because they do not understand her.

2.  Lizabeth’s father is angry and unhappy because he can’t provide for his family.  Lizabeth reacts by destroying Miss Lottie’s marigolds.

3.  In that moment, Lizabeth loses her innocence and gains adult compassion and insight.

4.  If the narrator remained fourteen, the significance of the events would not be highlighted.

Vocabulary Check
5.  F

6.  F

7.  T

8.  T

9.  T

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

10.  Lizabeth has an external struggle with Miss Lottie and an internal struggle with growing up.  All the characters struggle with the effects of poverty.  Lizabeth destroys Miss Lottie’s marigolds.

11.  The fact that Miss Lottie doesn’t replant the marigolds suggests that she gives up hope.

12.  Lizabeth chooses to maintain hope in the face of hard times.

13.  Miss Lottie follows the pattern of characters who maintain hope despite adversity.

14.  As a teenager, she is isolated and selfish.  As an adult, she is compassionate and thoughtful.

15.  The focus would shift to the experiences and thoughts of Joey or Miss Lottie.

16.  The descriptions of dust, Miss Lottie’s house, and the children’s ill-fitting clothing create a sad, despondent mood.
