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	Recalling and Interpreting

Delete the incorrect answers.  Leave the best answer for each question.

	1. Elena is attracted to Eugene before she has met him because

c. his interests seem similar to hers.

	2. At school, students react to Elena by

a. making fun of her..

	3. Elena notices that, compared to the old couple, Eugene’s family seems to

d. spend less time together.

	4. To Elena, her parents’ dreams of moving into their own house are

b. unrealistic.

	5. Her mother’s lectures to Elena about becoming a “señorita” have to do with

a. morality. 

	6. As Elena looks down into the house next door—first at the elderly couple and

then at Eugene’s family—she feels as if she is

b. sharing in their lives.



	7. When Eugene’s mother sends Elena away, Elena’s first reaction is one of

 c. disbelief.



	Using Vocabulary
Delete the incorrect answers.  Leave the best answer for each question. This exercise is continued on the next page.

	8. If you were asked a profound question, you would probably feel a need to

c. think about it.

	9. Which of the following means the opposite of enthrall?

a. bore

	10. A common expression of elation is a

b. whoop. 


	11. You would be most likely to try to provide solace for someone who was

	a. sad.  

	12. The need to be vigilant is most necessary for success as a

	c. security guard.

	Interpreting and Evaluating

Think about how the relationship between the main character, Elena, and a minor character, Eugene, is complicated by other minor characters in the story. Then answer the questions in the boxes.

	13. Why is the relationship important to Elena?
	14. Why is the relationship important to Eugene?

	Answer:

She wants to be treated normally and with respect.  She longs for a friend who will like her for who she is.
	Answer:

He doesn’t have a close family and is looking for a friend.

	15. Why does Elena’s mother disapprove of the relationship?
	16. Why does Eugene’s mother disapprove of the relationship?

	Answer:

She wants her daughter to me an honorable, moral woman.
	Answer:

She disapproves because Elena is from Puerto Rico.


	Evaluating and Connecting 
In the box below, answer the following essay question.

	17.  Think about how Elena feels and reacts at the end of this story and how the adults in the story respond to the death of President Kennedy. What is similar about these experiences?

	Answer:

Answers will vary, but a sample answers has been provided.
Both Elena and the adults feel and overwhelming sense of confusion and loss.  Elena is feeling especially lost because she doesn’t feel like she has anyone to turn to.  She thinks that because the adults are all falling apart that she has nobody.  They are all feeling the same emotions.


