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	Language Arts

Night

Study Guide


Directions:  Answer each question and type your answer in the box provided.  Remember, the box will expand as you type.

Preface and Forward:

1.  How long was Elie’s vow of silence about his experience?

	10 years


2.  What was the devastation that will never end?

	The memory of what happened and the thin line between life and death.


3.  Where is the author from?
	Sighet in Transylvania


4.  Who tells Francois about the trainloads of Jewish children?

	His wife.


5.  What does the interviewer tell the author?

	He was one of the young children taken on the train.


6.  This young boy lived only for whom?

	He lived only for God.


7.  Who did the young boy see hanged?

	Another child about his age.


8.  Does this boy still believe in God on the last day of the Jewish year?

	No


Chapter 1:

9.  What is the setting?

	The little town of Sighet in Transylvania.


10.  Describe Moshe the Beadle?

	Moshe the Beadle was a well respected man who was cared for and loved by the people of Sighet.  He made people feel good about who they were.


11.  What is a Beadle?

	A teacher of the Jewish religion.


12.  Name the 6 people that make up the Wiesel family.

	Mother, Father, Hilda, Bea, Elie, and Tzipora


13.  What does Moshe teach Elie?

	Moshe teaches Elie about the Jewish religion and the cabbala.


14.  Why is Moshe deported?

	He was deported because he was a foreign Jew.


15.  What does Moshe say happened?

	He said they went on a train and then were led into the woods.  They were told to dig and once they were finished, the Gestapo shot all of them.


16.  How had Moshe escaped?

	He was wounded in the leg and taken for dead.  Once the Gestapo had left, he crawled to safety.


17.  How had Moshe changed?

	He no longer sang, he no longer smiled, and he no longer talked of God.  All he talked about was what he had seen and experienced.


18.  How did people react to his stories?

	Nobody believed him and they said he was mad and just wanted pity.


19.  Why does Moshe say he is saved?

	Moshe says he was saved so that he could warn everybody else of what was coming.


20.  In Spring 1944, what happens politically?

	The word came that the German army would be defeated and Hitler would never be able to hurt the Jews of Sighet.  Within 3 days of that news, the Germans came to the little town.


21.  Name the six things that happened to the rights of Jewish people.

	1.  Jews were not allowed to leave their homes for three days.
2.  The Jews had to hand over all of their jewels, gold, or objects of value.

3.  The Jews must wear a yellow star at all times.

4.  The Jews couldn’t travel on the railroads, go to synagogues, or go out into the street after 6pm.

5.  They couldn’t go to restaurants.

6.  They had to live in ghettos.


22.  What does Father say you don’t die from?

	Wearing the yellow star.


23.  What is a ghetto?

	It is a little area of space where the Jews were forced to live, surrounded by barbed wire.  Here conditions were very poor and very crowded.


24.  At the meeting Father is told that what is next?

	Father is told that next everyone in the ghetto will be deported.


25.  What is the story behind the knocking at the window?

	A friend of the father said that he would warn the family if there was danger coming so they could try to escape.  The family didn’t get to the window in time, so they didn’t get the warning.


26.  What does Elie say is the only link between him and the Hungarian police?

	His hatred for them.


27.  After leaving the ghetto people went where?

	People were deported.  First they went to the old synagogue, then they were told they were going to Hungary to work in a brick factory.


28.  How many people were put in each car?

	80 people in each car.


29.  What was the job of the person in charge of the car?

	He had to make sure nobody escaped or he would be shot.


30.  What happened if someone escaped?

	The person in charge of each car would be shot.


Chapter 2:

31.  Where did they stop?

	Kaschau a little town in Czechoslovakia.


32.  Why is this stop significant?

	This is where the people came under control of the Germans.  They said that they needed to turn over all of their valuables.  


33.  What had put Madame Schachter over the edge?

	She had been separated from her family and she began to see fire.


34.  Describe the scene in the railroad car.

	Everyone was on their last nerve and the conditions were horrible.  They were cramped, hungry, thirsty, and tired.  They forced Mrs. Schacter to sit down and the bound her and put a gag in her mouth.


35.  What was Madame Schachter doing?

	She broke loose of her gag and ropes and began to shout about the fire again.


36.  Where did they get out?

	Birkenau, the reception center for Auschwitz


Chapter 3:

37.  What happened to the families when they arrived at Birenau?

	They were separated.  Women to the right and men to the left.


38.  What did a prisoner advise Elie and his father to say?

	He advised them to say that the father was 40 and Elie was 18.


39.  Why did the prisoner say this?

	The prisoner said this so that Elie and his father would make it through selection.


40.  What did the truck unload in the pit?

	Little children and babies were unloaded and burned in the pit.


41.  What happens spiritually to Elie?

	He revolted.  He saw that he didn’t have anything to praise God for.


42.  Elie and his father were not sent to the crematory, but where?

	They were sent to the barracks.


43.  What happens where they are sent?

	They were stripped and had their heads shaved.  They were disinfected and given clothes.


44.  They were told they had choices.  What was the choice?

	They could either work or be sent to the crematorium.


45.  What is Elie’s first impression of Auschwitz?

	He said that is was much better than Birkeneau.


46.  What was one thing that had to be done at each camp, regardless?

	Washing and roll calling.


47.  What is the young Pole like who was in charge of Block 17?

	He seemed much more human than anyone else.  He spoke the first humane words they had heard all night.


48.  What does Elie say his name becomes?

	A-7713, his prisoner number.


49.  What did Elie tell Stein?

	He lied to him and told him that his family was just fine.


50.  What happened at the beginning of the third week?

	The head of block 17 was replaced.  He was thought to be too humane, so they brought in someone who was really mean.


51.  What does Elie say about God?

	He does not deny his existence, but he denies his justice.


52.  They walked for how many hours?

	4 hours


53.  Where did they end up?

	A new camp called Buna


Chapter 4:

54.  What happened to Elie’s shoes?

	They were taken from him.


55.  Elie and his father were assigned to work where?

	In a warehouse used for electronic equipment.


56.  Who did Elie become friends with?

	Yossi and Tibi


57.  What happened to their parents?

	They were killed at Birkenau.


58.  What happened with the dentist?

	He wanted to remove Elie’s gold crown, but Elie told him that he wasn’t feeling well and the dentist told him to come back.  When he went back, he had another excuse and then they shut the dentist down.


59.  What is Elie angry about when Idek beats his father?

	He is angry because his father allowed himself to be put in the situation to be beaten.


60.  Why is this significant?

	This shows the drastic effects that the camps had on Elie.


61.  Franek, the foreman, wanted what?

	He wanted Elie’s gold tooth.


62.  What did Franek do to force Elie to give to him?

	He forced everyone to march and Elie’s father had difficulty doing that.  Franek would beat Elie’s father and finally he gave in and gave his gold tooth to Franek.


63.  Why does Elie say he lost it for nothing?

	Franek was transferred out to another camp.


64.  Why were 100 prisoners moved?

	So that Idek could be with a girl.


65.  What happens to Elie for seeing this?

	He was beaten in front of the whole camp.


66.  What did the young man, who was hanged because of stealing during the air raid, say?

	Long live liberty!  A curse on Germany.


67.  When did all weep during a hanging?

	Everyone wept when they hung the young child and he was not heavy enough to immediately die.


68.  What was different about the death of this victim?

	The rope was to heavy for his little body and he struggled for a half hour before he finally died.


69.  What did Elie feel at his death?

	This death made Elie wonder where God was now.


Chapter 5:

70.  What day is it?

	The eve of Rosh Hashanah.


71.  What was Elie’s attitude during service?

	He was bitter and resentful towards God.  He had a comment for everything that the service leader said.


72.  What is the Kaddish?

	A prayer of blessing over your family.


73.  What is the next holiday?

	Yom Kippur- The day of Atonement


74.  What was debated?

	It was debated whether they should fast or not.


75.  What did Elie do?

	Elie chose not to fast because he felt very angry toward God.


76.  What is “selection” about?

	Selection was used to weed out the week prisoners.


77.  The day the numbers are read, Elie finds out what?

	His father made it through the selection. Then when the second set of numbers is read, he finds out that his father was selected and must stay behind in the camp.


78.  What does his father give him?

	A knife and a spoon.


79.  When Elie returned he found out what?

	He found out that his father proved he was still useful.


80.  Abika Drunmer lost his faith.  He wanted them to say the Kaddish for him three days after he die, but what happened?

	They had been tortured so badly that they forgot to say the Kaddish.


81.  Why is Elie sent to the hospital?

	His foot began to swell.


82.  Elie and his father decide to do what during evacuation?

	Go ahead and evacuate with the rest of the camp.


83.  What happened to those left in the infirmary?

	They were liberated a few days later.


Chapter 6:
84.  How were the men moved out during evacuation?

	They were forced to march.


85.  What does Elie believe happened to Zalman?

	He was probably trampled to death.


86.  What keeps Elie going?

	His father.


87.  How far had they gone by morning?

	42 miles


88.  What is the story of Rabbi Eliahou?

	He was a well respected person even within the camp.  During the march he had become separated from his son.  He was now searching for him.  Elie remembered running next to him and also remembered that the son was trying to loose his father so he wouldn’t get slowed down.


89.  To what new place did they march?

	Gleiwitz


90.  What did Juliek do before dying?

	He played a song on his violin.


91.  What happened to Juliek’s violin?

	It got smashed and trampled.


92.  How did Elie save his father during selection?

	He created a scene and he and his father were able to go back to the right.


93.  While waiting for the train, what did the people do?

	They were not able to bend down, so they ate snow off each others backs.


Chapter 7:

94.  What happened with Elie’s father on the train?

	They thought he was dead and tried to throw him off the train.  Elie finally was able to wake him up.


95.  How long had they been traveling?

	Ten days and ten nights.


96.  What happened when the workmen threw bread into the train?

	There was a stampede and the men fought to death over the crumbs.


97.  Describe the scene between the father and the son in Elie’s train car?

	There was a fight for the piece of bread that was thrown in and a young boy began to beat an older man who had some bread.  The old man was pleading with the young boy to stop that he was his father.  Once the old man was dead and the young man had the bread the other men killed the son as well.


98.  How old was Elie?

	15 years old


99.  How many people got out of the train from the original 100?

	A dozen


100.  Where had they arrived?

	Buchenwald


Chapter 8:

101.  Elie argues with his father about staying in the snow.  

	Elie was angry because after all they had just been through, his father wanted to give up now.


102.  What does he feel his is arguing with?

	Death itself


103.  What does Elie feel ashamed of forever?

	He is hoping that his father is dead, so he doesn’t have to worry about him anymore.


104.  Elie compares himself to whose son?

	Rabbi Eliahou


105.  What is Elie’s father’s condition?

	His father has dysentery.


106.  What happens to him?

	He is beaten and screams for water.  Elie does the best he can, but his father dies.


107.  On what day did Elie awake to find his father gone?

	January 29th.


108.  How does Elie feel when he finds out his father is no longer there?
	He felt that both he and his father were free at last.


Chapter 9:

109.  Elie remained at Buchenwald until when?

	April 11th


110.  He was transferred where after his father’s death?

	He was transferred to the Children’s block.


111.  What did Elie only think of?

	Food


112.  The Jews were summoned to the assembly place.  What did some prisoners advise the people to do?

	The prisoners advised them to go back to their block because the Germans were planning to shoot them.


113.  What did the people end up doing?

	They ended up evacuating the entire camp.


114.  What two things prevented Elie’s evacuation?

	The first time they tried to evacuate him it was too late in the evening.  The second time they revolted and the SS men fled from the camp.


115.  How long had it been since the people had eaten?

	Six days.


116.  What did the Resistance do?

	They took over the camp.


117.  Who liberated the camps?

	Americans


118.  What were the prisoners concerned with?
	Nothing but food.


119.  What were they NOT concerned with?

	They weren’t concerned with family or revenge.


120.  What happened to Elie right after the liberation?

	He got food poisoning and became very ill.


121.  What did he see in the mirror?

	A corpse


122.  When was the last time he had seen himself?

	He had not seen himself since he had left the ghetto.


