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	“The Cask of Amontillado”  by Edgar Allen Poe

	Section 1:  Delete the WRONG answers.  Leave the best answer.

	1. What does the Montresor family motto promise, and to whom?
a. revenge, to the family’s enemies



	2. According to Montresor, in order for an act of revenge to be meaningful, it must

d. allow the person taking revenge to escape punishment.

	3. Montresor tells Fortunato that he plans to have Luchesi judge the Amontillado because Montresor

d. hopes to inspire Fortunato to insist on doing it himself.

	4. As Montresor leads Fortunato through the vaults, Montresor behaves as if his main concern is

b. Fortunato’s health.



	5. According to Montresor, he takes revenge on Fortunato for

b. insulting him. 

	6. What characteristic of both men leads to Montresor’s actions and to Fortunato’s

destruction?

a. pride 

	 

	Section 2:  Using Vocabulary  
Delete the WRONG answers.  Leave the best answer.  This exercise is continued on the next page.

	7. If someone acts with impunity, he or she gets



	 c. away with it.

	8. An explicit statement is one that allows for no

	a. confusion. 


	9. It would be impossible for someone to accost you if that person did not

	c. frighten you.

	10. To implore a man would be to

	c. plead with him.

	11. One could make an effort to preclude entry to a building by installing a

	a. lock. 

	Section 3:  Interpreting and Evaluating

	Think about how Poe creates different moods in the story. (Mood is the feeling or atmosphere

that an author creates in a literary work. The mood can suggest an emotion, such as fear or joy; it can also suggest the quality of a setting, such as gloom or airiness. For example, if an author described catacombs as “peaceful” or “still,” a quiet, restful mood would have been created.) Read each passage below and, in the box on the right, identify the mood. Then underline words and phrases within the passage that help create that mood.

	12. It was about dusk, one evening during the supreme madness of the carnival season, that I encountered my friend. He accosted me with excessive warmth, for he had been drinking much. The man wore motley. He had on a tight-fitting parti-striped dress, and his head was surmounted by the conical cap and bells. I was so pleased to see him that I thought I should never have done wringing his hand.
	( Mood:
Careless party mood

	

	13. A succession of loud and shrill screams, bursting suddenly from the throat of the chained form, seemed to thrust me violently back. For a brief moment I hesitated—I trembled. Unsheathing my rapier, I began to grope with it about the recess; but the thought of an instant reassured me. I placed my hand upon the solid fabric of the catacombs and felt satisfied. I reapproached the wall.  I replied to the yells of him who clamored. I re-echoed — I aided — I surpassed them in volume and in strength.
	( Mood:
Fear/ Chaos

	Section 4:  Evaluating and Connecting 
In the boxes provided, answer both of the following essay questions.

	14. Fifty years have taken place between the events of the story and the time that Montresor narrates them. Why do you think the story takes place in the distant past instead of being narrated right after the events occurred?

Answer:

Answers will vary, but the student may say that time has allowed the events to become larger than they truly were.  They also may say that the events of the story were so hurtful that the narrator could not talk about them until some healing had taken place.

	15. Do you think Montresor is in his right mind or does he seem unbalanced? Support your answer.

Answer:  Answers will vary.  Some students will say that Motresor is crazy and site specific examples of it from the story.  Others will say that he is sane and his circumstances simply affected his good judgement.


