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Romeo and Juliet

Study Guide

Directions:  Answer each of the following questions as you are reading.  Be sure to use complete sentences and type your answers in the boxes provided.  Remember, the boxes will expand as you type.

Act 1:

1.  Where does this play take place?

	Verona


2.  What two families are feuding?

	Capulets and Montagues


3.  What does the Prince say will happen if the peace of the city is disturbed by fighting again?

	The guilty person will be killed.


4.  Who does Romeo love at the beginning of the play?

	Rosaline


5.  Why is Capulet throwing a party?

	He is just throwing a party to have a party.  


6.  Who do Juliet’s parents want her to marry?

	Paris


7.  What happens to Romeo at the Capulet’s party?

	He is confronted by Tybalt, who wants to fight him.  He then sees Juliet.


8.  A lot has been said about marriage in this play.  How is marriage in the play different from our modern day marriages?

	The marriage in the play takes place at a much younger age and is usually arranged by the parents.  Modern marriage usually takes place at an older age and is not arranged by the parents.


9.  Why is Tybalt angry that Romeo is at the feast?

	Tybalt is angry because Romeo does not belong there because he is a Montague.  Tybalt thinks Romeo is just looking for trouble.


10.  How does Juliet feel when she finds out that Romeo is a Montague?

	She is devastated.


Act 2:

11.  In the beginning of Scene 2, to what does Romeo compare Juliet’s eyes?

	Two of the fairest stars in the heavens.


12.  What does Juliet say about the name Montague in the balcony scene?  Why does Romeo’s last name affect how Juliet should feel?

	She says that the name should not matter.  It is just a name and it isn’t a part of Romeo.  Romeo’s last name does matter because their families are feuding.


13.  Why does Romeo go to see Friar Lawrence?

	He want to ask him to help him marry Juliet.


14.  What does Friar Lawrence hope will happen as a result of him helping Romeo and Juliet?

	He hopes it will end the feud between the families.


15.  Why is the love between Romeo and Juliet cursed?

	The love is cursed because of the hatred between the families.


16.  What do Romeo and Juliet decide to do at the end of Act 2?

	They decide to get married.


17.  Do you think Friar Lawrence is doing the right thing?

	Answers will vary.  Some students will say no because Romeo and Juliet do not have parental permission.  Others will say yes because he is trying to end the fighting.


18.  Predict what you think will happen next.

	Answers will vary for this one.


Act 3: 

19.  What does Benvolio fear at the beginning of Scene 1?

	He is afraid that someone will pick a fight.


20.  What name does Tybalt call Romeo?  How does Romeo respond?

	Tybalt calls Romeo a villain.  Romeo ignores Tybalts insults.


21.  What happens to Mercutio and Tybalt?

	Mercutio is embarrassed that Romeo won’t fight Tybalt so he challenges him to a fight.  During the fight Tybalt kills Mercutio and this angers Romeo.  Romeo then kills Tybalt in a fit of rage. 


22.  What role does Romeo play in the situation?

	Romeo tried to break up the fight between Mercutio and Tybalt.  As he steps in between the pair, Tybalt’s sword punctures Mercutio’s chest.


23.  What are the consequences of Romeo’s actions?

	Romeo is banished to Mantua.


24.  How does Romeo’s punishment affect the new marriage?

	Romeo cannot live in Verona and therefore must live away from Juliet.


25.  Describe Friar Lawrence’s plan for solving Romeo and Juliet’s problem.

	Friar Lawrence plans to help Romeo get to Mantua then go to the Prince of Verona and plead for a pardon on Romeo’s behalf.


26.  Why are Juliet’s parents mad at her?

	Juliet’s parents want her to marry Paris, but she refuses because she doesn’t like him and she already secretly married Romeo.


27.  Predict what will happen next.

	Answers will vary.


Act 4: 

28.  What is Friar Lawrence’s new plan?  How is it different from the original plan?

	Because of the Capulet’s insistence on her marrying Paris, he decides to help Juliet fake her death, then take her to Mantua.


29.  What does Juliet tell her parents to make them happy?

	She tells them that she will marry Paris.


30.  Describe how Juliet feels as she is getting ready to drink the potion.
	She is very scared that something will go wrong.  She is scared that she really will die or that she will wake up alone in the tomb.


31.  What does the nurse discover when she goes to wake Juliet?

	She finds her “dead”.


32.  Where is Romeo during all of this?

	Romeo is banished to Mantua.


Act 5: 

33.  What information does Balthasar give Romeo?

	Balthasar tells Romeo that Juliet is dead.


34.  What do you think Romeo plans to do?

	Romeo plans to go back to see with his own eyes that she is dead, then kill himself.


35.  Why was the letter from Friar Lawrence delayed?

	Friar John got held in quarantine.  


36.  How is this delay a form of irony?

	This delay is ironic because he had information that would have totally changed the plot had it been delivered properly.


37.  Who does Romeo meet at the tomb and what happens?

	Romeo meets Paris at the tomb and he kills him.


38.  What does Romeo do when he sees Juliet?

	He cries and then take the poison that he bought.


39.  What does Juliet do as soon as she wakes up?

	She calls out for the Friar then sees Romeo.  She then tries to get any poison that is left.  When that is unsuccessful, she takes Romeo’s dagger and stabs herself.


40.  How do the deaths of Romeo and Juliet affect the feuding families?
	The deaths of Romeo and Juliet end the feud between the families.
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