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Classical Tragedies

Unit 14: Lesson 5
Hamlet
Study Questions

Directions: Read Act II in Hamlet and answer the following questions.
1.  Why does Ophelia  come to see her father after her encounter with Hamlet? She is very upset and thinks her father may be right about the mental state of Hamlet.
2.  According to Polonius, what is the source of Hamlet’s strange behavior? He is grieving over the death of his father and trying to deal with the remarriage of his mom.
3.  Why does Claudius enlist the help of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern? They are Hamlets friends and he thinks they can get close enough to Hamlet to figure out what is really going on in his head.
4.  How does Hamlet manage to foil Claudius’ use of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern? He acts like he is truly mad so they will give misinformation to Claudius.
5.  How does Hamlet plan to make use of the traveling troupe of players? He plans to have them reenact the death of his father so he can see if Claudius gets uncomfortable.
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