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Classical Tragedies

Unit 15: Lesson 3
Hamlet
Study Questions

Directions: Read Act V in Hamlet and answer the following questions.
1.  What complaint do the gravedigger and sexton have as they prepare Ophelia’s grave? There has been way too much death lately.
2.  Why does Hamlet feel that the gravedigger is “a complete knave”? He has run out of graves and so he digs up another’s grave.  He also says that he knows nothing about life.
3.  Why does Hamlet jump into Ophelia’s grave? To see what it feels like and to keep up his madness act.
4.  What did Hamlet learn about Claudius as a result of his interrupted voyage to England? That Claudius wants him dead.  The two Claudius hired to watch Hamlet have been killed.
5.  What prompts Laertes to reveal Claudius’ plan to poison Hamlet? He feels bad and has let his guard down.
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