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Classical Tragedies

Unit 4: Lesson 4
Oedipus Rex

Study Questions

Directions: Read the assigned reading section and answer the questions below.

Section A:

Lines 168-525
1.  Which gods does the chorus call upon for help at the beginning of the scene?  The daughter of Zeus,  Artemis, Ares, Amphitrite
2.  What kinds of things are happening in Thebes? Everyone is miserable and suffering.  They are all trying to figure out who is responsible for the murder of Laius.  There are wild accusations flying around.
3.  What three things does Oedipus promise regarding the murder of Laius? He promises that he will find out who murdered him, what really happened, and bring them to justice no matter who they are.
4.  Who is Tiresias and why does he appear in the play?  Who has sent for him? Tiresias is an old man who sees the future.  Oedipus consults him to help him figure out who is responsible for the murder of Laius.
5.  How does the mood of the play change when Tiresias appears? Tiresias knows who killed Laius and refuses to say.  Oedipus does not know that he is trying to protect him from the truth.
6.  What does Creon accuse Tiresias of doing? Creon accuses Tiresias of setting him up and being the one that is trying to get Oedipus out of power.
7.  What is Tiresias’s prophecy for Oedipus? That he will be shown to be the murderer and that he will be blind and doomed to walk the land as an outcast with his children.
8.  How does Oedipus treat Tiresias at the end of the scene?  He thinks he is mad and has lost his gift.
Section B: 

Vocabulary

Directions:   Look up each word below and write the definition.

1.  edict a law
2.  arrogance pride
3. denounce to say that something is bad
4.  lurking – to hide and watch
5. off spring- children
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