 Name: _____________KEY___________________ Date: ______________
Classical Tragedies

Unit 5: Lesson 1
Oedipus Rex

Study Questions

Directions: Read the assigned reading section and answer the questions below.

Section A:

Lines 998-1310
1.  What news does the messenger give Jocasta?  Polybus the adopted father of Oedipus has died and the people of the kingdom want Oedipus to return home and be their king.
2.  How does the news make Oedipus feel? He feels relieved that he was not the one who shed his father’s blood.
3.  What important fact does the messenger give to Oedipus?  How do we know his facts are reliable? The messenger tells Oedipus that he was not Polybus’s son.  The messenger knows this because he was the one who rescued Oedipus from the mountain as baby.
4.  How does Jocasta react to the new facts? She does not want Oedipus to reveal anything that the messenger told them.
5.  What does the shepherd tell Oedipus? He tells him that he knows the Herdsman who has first hand knowledge of the birth and lineage of Oedipus.
Section B: 

Vocabulary

Directions:   Look up each word below and write the definition.

1.  anguish- deep sadness
2.  defilement- to make dirty or unclean
3. vagabond- a wandering person who had no true home.
4.  misfortune- bad luck
5. fate- an unavoidable future
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