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Making Inferences

(Responses will vary but should reflect the text.

Sample responses follow.)

Passage 1

The answer is C. I inferred this from what I

know about the story of Noah’s ark, what the

writer says the illustration shows and does not

show, what the teacher says she expected to

see in the illustration, and the writer’s comment

about the teacher’s attitude.

Passage 2

The answer is B. I inferred this from the reference

to “precious” water. The writer must live

in a place where water is precious. Water is

precious in the desert because there is not

much rainfall there.

DIRECTIONS Use the four steps below to help you make inferences about the following passages from the Reading Selection, “Ding-Dong, Bell.”

	
	STEP 1:

Read and take note of relevant pieces of information in the text. These are the puzzle pieces the writer provides.
	STEP 2:

Ask as many 5W-How? questions as you can about what the writer states.
	STEP 3:

Use your prior knowledge to answer as many of the 5W-How? questions as you can. Your answers are the puzzle pieces you provide.
	STEP 4:

To make an inference, put together the information the writer states and the answers you provide.
	

	
	1. “Purple tigers roamed the sky, dinosaurs gamboled in the bushes, butterflies as big as cows soared over Noah and his family. The teacher was not pleased; she reminded me that the animals had come in two by two, as if she’d personally witnessed the departure. There were no drowned people, no flooded homes, no deaths.”

It can be inferred from this passage that the teacher

A. is afraid of tigers

B. does not like purple paint

C. thinks the story of Noah’s ark should be depicted as a serious event

D. wants to see more butterflies in the illustration

The answer is __C___.I inferred this from student answers will vary.

	

	
	2. “I loved that song because it reminded me of water in a place where water was precious.…”

It can be inferred from this sentence that the location of the writer’s new home is

A. cold

B. dry

C. wet

D. humid

The answer is __B___. I inferred this from student answers will vary.

	


NAME ____________________ CLASS ___________ DATE _________

for YOUR TURN 2 page 682
ADDITIONAL PRACTICE
Making Inferences

Your Turn 2:Additional Practice

Making Inferences

(Responses will vary but should reflect the text.

Sample responses follow.)

Passage 1

The answer is B. I inferred this from the positive

comment that Heaven is shining light on

America’s struggle, from the positive word

“glorious,” and from the implication that the

goddess of victory is interested enough in the

conflict to ensure that America triumphs.

Passage 2

The answer is D. I inferred this from the

writer’s descriptions of Britain’s desire for

unlimited power and “cruel” insensitivity to

America’s position.
DIRECTIONS After reading the passage below, use the following four steps to help you make inferences about the numbered passages in the graphic organizer.

A Difficult Fight Ahead
When Phillis Wheatley wrote a poem praising General George Washington, she did not expect him to respond. In 1775 the future president was already a famous general of the armies of North America. However, after Washington read her poem “To His Excellency General Washington” in a magazine, he invited her to meet him.

Washington had good reason to be flattered. In her poem, Wheatley writes that the light of Heaven shines on America’s “glorious toils” for freedom. She adds that the goddess of victory is watching America’s struggle.

Wheatley also implies that Washington has a heavy responsibility. She believes that Washington is not only fighting for America’s freedom, but also setting an example for the world. According to Wheatley, “the eyes of nations” are “fixed” upon the colonies’ conflict with Britain. Other countries hope that America “prevails.” Yet Britain has a “thirst for boundless power” and a “cruel blindness” to the colonies’ needs.

	
	STEP 1:

Read and take note of relevant pieces of information in the text.
	STEP 2:

Ask as many 5W-How? questions as you can about what the writer states.
	STEP 3:

Use your prior knowledge to answer as many of the 5W-How? questions as you can.
	STEP 4:

To make an inference, put together the information the writer states and the answers you provide.
	

	
	1. In her poem Wheatley writes that the light of Heaven shines on America’s “glorious toils” for freedom. She adds that the goddess of victory is watching America’s struggle.

It can be inferred from this passage that Wheatley thinks

A. the goddess is against America

B. Washington will win battles

C. the colonies are too dark

D. the struggle will end badly

The answer is __B___. I inferred this from student answers will vary.

	

	
	2. Yet Britain has a “thirst for boundless power” and a “cruel blindness” to the colonies’ needs.

It can be inferred from this sentence that Wheatley believes the colonies’ struggle with Britain will be

A. pointless

B. quick

C. easy

D. difficult

The answer is __D___. I inferred this from student answers will vary.
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