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Unit 5: Collection 9

Selection Reading Focus
Graphic Organizer
from the Odyssey, Part Two Homer

Student answers will vary.
reading an epic  Continue to read this story, paraphrasing, summarizing, and asking questions as necessary. As you read, ask yourself the following questions and respond to them in the chart below to check your understanding of the selections from Part Two of the Odyssey.

Who are the main characters? Odysseus,

the epic Greek hero; Athena: goddess of

wisdom; Eumaeus, Odysseus’ former

servant; Telemachus, Odysseus’ son;

Penelope, Odysseus’ wife

What has happened so far? Odysseus has

returned home and hides out, disguised as a

beggar. Later, Athena transforms him back

to his old self. Odysseus reunites with his

son, Telemachus. Odysseus enters his home,

dressed as a beggar. His wife invites him into talk with her about Odysseus.

Where and when are the events taking

place? Father and son are in Ithaca, in the

hut of Eumaeus. The events are taking place

in the home of Penelope and Odysseus, who

has been gone for twenty years.

Why did the events happen? Athena

suggests that Odysseus go under cover as a

beggar since his palace is full of enemies.

But when Odysseus encounters the son he

had missed for so long, she turns him back

so that he may be recognized by

Telemachus.

How does the hero resolve the conflict?

While Odysseus is dressed as the beggar, he

talks to Penelope, testing her loyalty to him.

When Penelope devises a game to find a

true suitor, Odysseus joins in the game,

dressed as the beggar, and wins.

After You Read: The Meeting of Father

and Son: Odysseus goes to the swineherd

dressed as a beggar. While there,

Telemachus comes back from his own

voyage and is greeted by the swineherd.

Telemachus then takes his father to the

palace and Athena changes Odysseus back

to his true self.

The Beggar and the Faithful Dog: Even

though the dog is old and can barely move,

Argos begins to wag his tail when he hears

Odysseus’ voice.

The Test of the Great Bow: Penelope tells

the suitors that whoever can string and shoot

Odysseus’ bow could marry her. Some

suitors try and fail. Odysseus, still dressed

as a beggar, tries and succeeds.

Death at the Palace: It is now revealed that

Odysseus had returned, and he then forces

the suitors out of his house. He uses the bow

and arrow to kill some, while Telemachus,

the swineherd and cowherd join in. Athena

then appears before them and sends falcons

after the other suitors.

Odysseus and Penelope: After dealing with

the suitors, Odysseus goes to his wife, but

she cannot believe that her husband had

returned. Telemachus tries to convince his

mother that it is really him. But not until

Penelope tells a maid to disassemble and

move their bed does Odysseus get angry and

say how it would be impossible to do so,

because of how he made the bed. This show

of knowledge was enough to convince

Penelope that it really was Odysseus who

returned.
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Who are the main characters?

What has happened so far?

Where and when are the events
taking place?

Why did the events happen?

How does the hero resolve the conflict?





after you read  Use your 5W-How? chart to help you summarize the various meetings, tests, and conflicts and resolutions: The Meeting of Father and Son, The Beggar and the Faithful Dog, The Test of the Great Bow, Death at the Palace, and Odysseus and Penelope. Write your summaries on a separate sheet of paper.
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