Poetry 
Unit 3 Lesson 1
Questions 1-14 on page 633
1.  Cervantes explores the event of the evening tide on a beach and people collecting starfish.

2.  The celebration that is taking place “in Just” is spring during the innocent time of childhood.

3.  Complete Thoughts in “Starfish”

1. lines 1-5: They…fish jaw;

2. lines 5–6: Hundreds…stars;

3. lines 6–7: We touched…attitudes;

4. lines 8–9: We would…geodesics;

5. lines 9–13: We gathered…together;

6. lines 13–15: little martyrs…shoveled in;

Complete Thoughts in “in Just–”

1. lines 1–5: in Just…far and wee

2. lines 6–8: and eddieandbill…piracies

3. lines 8–10: and it’s…puddle-wonderful

4. lines 11–13: the queer old…wee

5. lines 14–15: and bettyandisbel…jumprope

6. lines 16–24: it’s spring…and wee

After You Read: Cervantes’ main points

include descriptions of sea creatures found

at the beach, comparing them to stars and

geodesic domes. She coveys a sense of

wonder. Cummings’s use of punctuation

helps convey the excitement and joy of

spring in such lines as “puddle-wonderful”

and “eddieandbill.”

4. False

5.  True

6.  False

7.  True

8.  False

9.  Student answers will vary.  The speaker uses words like martyrs, soldiers, and suicides to describe the starfish because each night as the tide comes in, hundreds of starfish unknowingly throw themselves to their own deaths. By using these comparisons, the author feels that starfish are noble creatures.

10.  Yes, the poem starfish could be about something more than just starfish.  It could refer to our lives as human beings.  We are constantly being tossed around by the tide of life.  Some of us are washed up on a shore and left for dead, while others are gathered and used for a greater purpose.

11.  The word just has several meanings including conforming to a standard of rightness or reasonable and proper.  The author conveys the meaning that the beginning of spring is something to be celebrated. The author associates the feelings of newness and being outside and an attitude of celebration with spring.

12.  The author may have combined the names in the poem “in just” to create an unusual flow in the poem.
13. Starfish- lovely in the quartz and jaspero sand, soft, pliant, approaching darkness

“in Just”- The author used words like puddle wonderful and mud ilicious to paint a wonderful picture of what spring is.  The author makes the reader envision a word full of wonderful puddles for jumping and splashing, which in turn makes mud- but not in a bad way.

14.  The refrain in the poem “in just” is far and wee.  
