Name
Class
Date



Unit 3: Collection 7

Selection Test
reading and literature
Imagery and Form

Comprehension  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (30 points; 6 points each)

1.
In the four haiku, all the images come from—

A)
natural settings

B)
the poets’ own actions

C)
the wonders of city life

D)
water and mountains

2.
E. E. Cummings creates fresh images by—

A)
using extra punctuation

B)
combining words

C)
arranging words formally

D)
mentioning a Greek god

3.
In “Country Scene,” the idea of love is compared to—

A)
water plunging over a steep cliff

B)
an emerald shadow cast over a valley

C)
the sound of a bell that disappears after it is rung

D)
a poem that is written about a country scene

4.
In “The Blessing,” to “bow shyly as wet swans” implies—

A)
anger and violence

B)
confusion and ignorance

C)
grace and beauty

D)
sincerity and respect

5.
Which of the following interpretations best explains the image in the last two lines of “Daily”?

A)
A person can make up a name for her hands the way a congregation makes up a name for a church.

B)
In churches, hands are used for prayer, but in houses, hands are used for hard work.

C)
People don’t really need to go to church because they worship with their hands every day.


D)
A person’s hands are like churches in that they help create wonder and good deeds every day of the week.
Unit 3: Collection 7, Selection Test continued
Vocabulary Development  Match the definition on the left with the vocabulary word on the right. On the line provided, write the letter of the correct vocabulary word. (10 points; 2 points each)


6.
 worn away; decayed  B


7.
spread out  C


8.
shrunken; wrinkled E


9.
rubbed gently with a nose D


10.
easily bendable A


A)
pliant


B)
corroded


C)
splayed


D)
nuzzled


E)
shriveled

Vocabulary Skill  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (10 points; 5 points each)

11.
A poet often chooses to use a synonym because of the word’s—


A)
contrasting meaning


B)
rarity


C)
connotations

D)
ambiguity


12.
The words below are possible synonyms of grazing. Which one can correctly be substituted for grazing in the line from “A Blessing”: “Where they have been grazing all day, alone”?


A)
nibbling

B)
scraping


C)
ricocheting


D)
skimming
Literary Focus  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (20 points; 5 points each)

13.
What literary device is used in this phrase from “Starfish”: “In lifelong liberation from the sea”?


A)
onomatopoeia


B)
alliteration

C)
assonance


D)
internal rhyme

Unit 3: Collection 7, Selection Test continued

14.
An English sonnet takes the form of—

A)
a short poem expressing the speaker’s feelings and thoughts

B)
free verse that presents a moment of discovery

C)
an eight-line stanza followed by a six-line stanza

D)
three four-lines stanzas followed by a two-line stanza

15.
An image in a poem—

A)
identifies the speaker’s main theory about life

B)
describes the time and place of an important event

C)
explains the real-life situation that the poem tells about

D)
creates a strong mental picture that uses one or more of the five senses

16.
A haiku allows the reader to—

A)
share a lifetime of experiences

B)
share a special moment

C)
focus on surface details

D)
understand Japanese history
Reading Focus  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (10 points; 5 points each)

17.
The accumulation of details in “The Car” builds a strong image of—


A)
a junkyard in a desolate region of rural America


B)
a used car the speaker once owned but has since sold


C)
the speaker’s conflicted feelings about cars he has owned

D)
a car owner’s worst fears about what might go wrong


18.
The opening line of “Once by the Pacific” helps you to visualize a/an—


A)
ancient naval battle


B)
flood of Biblical proportions


C)
sandy beach being eroded by waves


D)
angry sea battering the shore
Constructed Response  (20 points)

19.
On a separate sheet of paper, explain how the form of the sonnet or lyric poem helps to express the speaker’s feelings in either “Once by the Pacific” or “Country Scene.” Cite details from the poem you select to support your answer.

See below.
19. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: “Country Scene” is a

lyric poem in which the speaker

expresses the emotions stirred by a

waterfall’s desolate surroundings. The

lyric form gives the poet the best way to

approximate the fleeting and variable

quality of emotions, for no strict

structure imposes itself on the poet’s

flowing impressions. As the poet relates

thoughts on the activities and scenes of

country life, their transitory quality

becomes obvious. In the lyric form

these thoughts need not be complete; an

ellipsis is perfect to create the emotional

impression that the poet needs to

convey. Similarly the lyric form permits

variety; hence, the poet does not use

parallel construction when listing the

elements of the scene. A sonnet is a

special type of lyric poem that contains

fourteen lines and thus restrains the

poet’s freedom. However, it too

depends on imagery that evokes

emotions. “Once by the Pacific” is a

non-traditional sonnet that evokes a

mood of impending danger and suggests

possible parallels between the violence

of nature and the violence of human

societies.
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