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Unit 3: Collection 7

Selection Test
reading and literature
Sounds of Poetry

Comprehension  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (30 points; 6 points each)

1.
When the speaker in Wordsworth’s poem “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” comes upon a field of daffodils, he is—

A)
indifferent


B)
tearful


C)
joyful

D)
angry


2.
The two things compared in the simile in the third stanza of Millay’s “The Courage That My Mother Had” are a—

A)
rock and courage

B)
rock and granite


C)
New England hill and the mother

D)
granite quarry and the speaker

3.
When remembering his father in Lee’s “The Gift,” the speaker thinks mostly about—

A)
his father’s gentle nature

B)
his father’s stories

C)
the size of the splinter

D)
the pain of the splinter

4.
Based on the excerpt from Whitman’s “Song of Myself, Number 32,” one can conclude that the speaker—


A)
has many pet animals that he treats with loving care


B)
would rather not hear about your religious beliefs

C)
takes great pride in his worldly possessions


D)
prefers busy workaholics to idle loafers


5.
In the experience of the speaker in Mora’s “Legal Alien,” both Mexicans and Americans—

A)
are proudly patriotic

B)
treat her as one of their own

C)
consider her as an outsider

D)
enjoy Mexican food
Unit 3: Collection 7, Selection Test continued
Vocabulary Development  Match the definition on the left with the vocabulary word on the right. On the line provided, write the letter of the correct vocabulary word. (10 points; 2 points each)


6.
calm; serene  B 


7.
lighthearted; happy  E


8.
mysterious; weird  A


9.
perky; spirited  C


10.
thoughtful; reflective D


A)
eerie


B)
placid


C)
sprightly


D)
pensive


E)
blithe

VOCABULARY SKILL  Circle the letter of the best synonym for the underlined word. (10 points; 5 points each)

11.
“The carpenter singing as he measures his…beam.”


A)
shaft of light


B)
beacon


C)
squared-off timber

D)
widest measurement of a ship


12.
“Comb the drying riverbed for drink.”


A)
brush


B)
sort


C)
search

D)
remove

Literary Focus  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (20 points; 5 points each)

13.
When you scan a poem for meter, you discover its—

A)
pattern of rhymes

B)
central image

C)
pattern of rhythm

D)
tone and theme

14.
The rhythm of a poem can be described as its repetition of—

A)
themes or ideas

B)
accented vowel sounds


C)
initial consonant sounds

D)
sound patterns
Unit 3: Collection 7, Selection Test continued

15.
How many stressed syllables are there in Wordsworth’s line: “And dances with the daffodils”?

A)
Two


B)
Three


C)
Four

D)
Five


16.
In the rhyme scheme abab—


A)
the first and third lines rhyme, and the second and fourth lines rhyme

B)
the first and second lines rhyme, and the third and fourth lines rhyme


C)
the first and last lines rhyme but the middle lines do not rhyme


D)
the first and third lines are the only lines that rhyme

Reading Focus  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (10 points; 5 points each)

17.
Which of the following best states the theme in Nikki Giovanni’s poem “Possum Crossing”?


A)
It is dangerous and risky to drink coffee while driving.


B)
Some drivers pay no attention to animal crossings.


C)
Cats and birds are fierce enemies of little creatures.


D)
Driving is an adventure if you keep an eye out for animals.

18.
Which statement best paraphrases the opening stanza of Millay’s “The Courage That My Mother Had”?


A)
My mother took her rock-like courage to her grave.

B)
My mother is buried in the granite hills of New England.


C)
My mother was a courageous woman up to the day she died.


D)
My brave-hearted mother lives in the granite hills of New England.

Constructed Response  (20 points)

19.
Who do you think is the speaker of Mora’s “Legal Alien / Extranjera legal”? On a separate sheet of paper, describe the characteristics of the speaker that show up in the poem. How do those characteristics connect to the poem’s meaning and tone? Use two examples from the poem to support your ideas.

See below: 
Constructed Response

19. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: The speaker of the

poem is a Mexican American. The

speaker provides firsthand information

about what it is like to speak both

Spanish and English and to live by

traditions both Mexican and American.

Clearly the speaker knows English and

Spanish, because there is a Spanish

phrase in “Legal Alien.” In addition, the

poem appears in a Spanish version,

“Extranjera legal.” The poet writes

about the difficulty of being Mexican to

Americans and American to Mexicans

in lines like “(their eyes say, ‘You may

speak / Spanish but you’re not like

me’).” This line refers to the way

Mexicans view the speaker as being

more American than Mexican even

though she is both. The speaker’s

understanding of her situation and her

feelings of frustration create the tone of

conflict the poem conveys.
Original content Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor.


56
Unit 3 Resources


