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Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: historical account—

Strengths: a factual account through the

eyes of those who witnessed it from within

the church, a very personal account;

Limitations: It doesn’t describe the

bombing in a larger context; it only seems to

focus on the McNair family.

ballad—Strengths: emotional, very

descriptive, also creates a picture of what

was happening outside the church on that

day; Limitations: not much factual

information

movie review—Strengths: factual account

of the event, places it within its historical

context and within the larger context of the

civil rights movement, relies on material

created at the time; Limitations: emotional

appeal created through graphic elements and

film editing to emphasize the points the

filmmaker wants to make.

After You Read: historical account—

Effect: The historical account is terrifying,

and makes me sad and upset that such a

thing could have happened. Viewing this

event through the eyes of one woman whose

child was killed brings it to life.

ballad—Effect: The ballad brings out the

real tragedy of the event, where the mother

believes she is sending her daughter off to

what she believes will be a safe place, yet

the daughter becomes a victim of a

bombing.

movie review—Effect: The movie review

has a very strong emotional effect,

especially with the contrast between African

Americans and whites, the focus on racism,

and the description of the children’s bodies

in the morgue.

Vocabulary Development

Activity 1: Semantic Mapping

Students’ examples and sentences will vary.

infamous—meaning: having a bad

reputation, notorious; synonyms:

disreputable, evil; charisma—meaning:

personal charm; synonyms: appeal,

magnetism; rationalizations—meaning:

excuses made for behavior; synonym:

justifications

Activity 2: Exploring Deeper

Meanings

1. A

2. B

3. A

Activity 3: Changing Contexts

4. rationalizations

5. literally

6. infamous

7. charisma

8. infamous

9. rationalizations

10. literally
