
Answer Keys - Chapter 16
Chapter 16 Review, page 487-488
1. T
2. F, Spanish
3. T

4. T

5. F, Hernn Cortes
6. T

7. F, Quechua
8. F, causeways
9. F, Atahualpa
10. T

a. The Maya lived in the area that stretches from central Mexico south to the northern part of Central America. The Maya Classic Age spans the time period between AD 250 and 900.
b. Among the gods worshipped by the Mayans were a sun and moon god, connecting Maya religion and astronomy. Observatories were also built so priests could watch the stars and plan the best times for religious festivals.
c. Mayan city-states traded with each other to access goods and materials that were not available locally. City-states fought because no single ruler ever united the many city-states.
d. Tenochtitln was located on Lake Texcoco and was known as an amazing island city with causeways and canals that made travel and trade easier as well as floating gardens called chinampas. Tenochititln had huge temples, a busy market, and a grand palace.
e. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately describe why the student thinks warriors were such respected members of Aztec society, with accurate references to supporting textbook material.
f. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain which factor he or she thinks played the biggest role in the Aztecs’ defeat, with accurate references to supporting textbook material.
g. There are several possible answers to this question. Possible answers include:
i. Pachacuti – who began to expand Inca territory, taught conquered children about Inca custom and way of life, and created an official language, Quechua

ii. Atahualpa – took power after a civil war under a weakened army and was eventually conquered by Francisco Pizarro and the Spanish.
h. The Incas established a strong central government to combat the large expanse of the empire. Quechua, an official national language, was established to make trade and other official business easier. The Inca government created a labor tax system, called the mita, to distribute supplies.
i. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if he or she thinks most people in the Inca Empire appreciated or resented the mita system, with accurate references to supporting textbook material.
11.  There is no set answer for this activity. Student reflections should be appropriate and insightful.
12.  There is no set answer for the diagram assignment. Completed assignments should clearly and accurately represent the assignment in a manner that appropriately references the Chapter 16 text while following the guidelines given on page 488, including the factors that cause empires to form and the factors that cause empires to fall apart. 

13.  Irrelevant – Cacao trees are evergreens.

14.  Irrelevant – In many parts of the world, access to clean water is still a problem.

15.  Irrelevant – Does that idea appeal to you?

16.  How did geography play a role in the Maya and Inca economies?

17.  Some examples of Maya, Aztec and Inca structures that give evidence that these people were skilled at civil engineering: 
Standardized Test Practice, page 489
1. D
2. C

3. A

4. B

5. D
6. A

7. D

