
Answer Keys - Chapter 5
Chapter 5 Review, page 153-154
1. Monsoons

2. Caste System
3. reincarnation
4. Candragupta Maurya
5. meditation
6. missionaries
7. nonviolence
8. Asoka
9. alloy
10. astronomy


a.  Heavy snows in the Himalayas caused flooding on the Indus River and the resulting in a layer of fertile silt creating ideal farmland for early settlers.

b. The Harappan culture and civilization were very advanced. Harappans had high-quality tools, developed a system of weights and measure, and created India’s first writing system. Aryan culture was a nomadic one lacking a language, and therefore differing from Harappan society.  
c. This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain why the Harappan culture is considered a civilization in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the text.

d. The Brahmins were priests who played a high ranking role in Aryan society and performed rituals for the gods.
e. Hindus believed that it is a person’s soul’s end goal to unite with Brahman. This is not an easy task and a person will be reborn many times through the process of reincarnation, growing closer to Brahman through good karma.
f. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if they believe Hinduism is a monotheistic religion or a polytheistic religion in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 5 text.

g. The Buddha named three things as causes of human suffering.
i. Wanting what we like but do not have,

ii. Wanting to keep what we like and already have, and

iii. Not wanting what we dislike but have.
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h. Buddhism grew and changed after the death of the Buddha. Buddhism began spreading to other areas, especially after one of the most power kings of India became a Buddhist.
i. Buddha’s teachings about nirvana appealed to many people of lower castes because the concept of karma promised a rebirth of a higher caste rewarding good behavior.

j. Condragupta Maurya’s greatest accomplishment was founding the Mauryan Empire.
k. The leadership of the Mauryan Empire focused on the principles of Buddhism, and used the time gained from the lack of wars of conquest to better the lives of the people in the empire. The Guptas . One difference
l. This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain how Indian history may have been different if Asoka had not become a Buddhist in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 5 text.

m. The ancient Indians created many different kinds of religious texts.
n. This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain why religious discussions may have been included in the Mahabharata in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 5 text.
o. This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain which of the ancient Indians’ achievements the student feels is most impressive in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 5 text.

11. The teaching that Buddhism and Hinduism share is…they differ in that…
12. The caste system had a dramatic effect on the lives of most people in India. One way the caste system affected lives of different caste members was segregating all members of one caste within that group, not allowing for interaction or social movement amongst groups. There are many other possible answers for this question. If the student presents a different idea, he or she should be able to support the answer with related material from the textbook.
13. There is no set answer key for this student project. Brochures should demonstrate an accurate knowledge and application of the material presented in Chapter 5.

14. There is no set answer key for this graphic organizer. Student inferences should demonstrate an accurate knowledge and application of the material presented.
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15. There is no set answer key for this chart assignment. Student diagrams should be clearly labeled and should demonstrate an accurate knowledge and application of the material presented in Chapter 5.
16. There is no set answer for the poster assignment. Student posters should clearly and accurately present the topic and the included captions should articulately explain the material in a manner that appropriately references the Chapter 5 text.

Standardized Test Practice
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