Chapter 12: The Economy and Politics

Guided Reading Activities

Section 4 (27 points)

Fill in the Blank Multiple Choice (1pt each)


1.
proportional representation


2.
interest group


3.
political party


4.
policy


5.
pluralist model


6.
power-elite model

Short Answer (3pts each)


7.
Students’ answers will vary. A sample answer would be: I think a proportional representation system is more democratic than a winner-takes-all system because in a proportional representation system, minority parties are able to have a voice in government.


8.
Students’ answers will vary. A sample answer would be: I think the pluralist model most accurately describes politics in the United States because it seems to me that the political process is controlled by interest groups that compete with one another for power.

Who’s Speaking (2pts each)

  9.
 interest group


10.
political parties


11.
power-elite model


12.
pluralist model


13.
proportional representation

Summary (5pts)
Students’ answers will vary. A sample answer would be: The political system in the United States is dominated by two main political parties. These parties vie for power in a winner-takes-all system, not a proportional representation system. Minority voices are able to be heard in the American two-party system through interest groups. This is in line with the pluralist model. According to the power-elite model, only interest groups allied with the privileged few would have a voice in government.

