Chapter 8: Social Stratification

Guided Reading Activities

Section 1 (35 points)

Matching (1pt each)
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Word or Phrase “Opposite” (2pts each)

10.
 workers

11. 
owners


12.
poverty

13.
 weakness

14.
 dishonor

15. 
to separate

Short Answer (3pts each)


16.
In a class system the distribution of scarce resources and rewards is determined on the basis of achieved statuses. In a caste system the distribution of scarce resources and rewards is determined on the basis of ascribed statuses.

17.
The system of social stratification in the United States is a class system. This class system is an open system because people can move up and down through the ranks.


18.
Wealth, power, and prestige are the factors that determine social class.


Summary (5pts)

Students’ answers will vary. A sample answer would be: In this section we learned about systems of social stratification. We learned there are caste systems and class systems. In a caste system, status is determined by birth. In a class system, status is earned. Karl Marx envisioned a society in which there were two social classes, the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Social class is determined by wealth, power, and prestige. Another indicator of social class is socioeconomic status.

